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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: The king shall joy in thy strength, O 
Jehovah ; and in thy salvation how greatly shall he rejoice ! —Psalm 
2t.t. 


t. July 4.—Absalom’s Failure 2 Sam. 18: 1-15 


2. July 1x.—Solomon Anointed King. ... . 1 Kings 1: 1 to 2: 12 
3. July 18.—Solomon Chooses Wisdom ...... 1 Kings 3 : 4-15 
4. July 25.—Solomon Dedicates the Temple . . . . 1 Kings 8 : 1-53 
5. August 1.—‘The Queen of Sheba Visits 

RS b-5 we 6>:07% Baas lee 8 1 Kings 10 : 1-10, 13 
6. August 8.—The Kingdom Torn Asunder . . . . 1 Kings 12 : 1-24 


7. August 15.—Jeroboam Leads Israel into Sin. . 1 Kings 12 : 25-33 
8. August 22.—Asa’s Good Reign... . . 2 Chron, 15 : 1-15 
g. August 29.—God’s Care of Elijah ....... 1 Kings 17 : 1-16 
10. September 5.—Elijuh and the Prophets of Baal . 1 Kings 18 : 16-40 
it. September 12.—Elijah’s Flight and Return. . .1 Kings 19 
12. September 19.— Defeat through Drunkenness (Tem- 

peeance Leseeh).. .. . « s vies 1 Kings 20: 1-21 


13. September 26.—Review: Obedience and Kingship , Read Pes. 72 
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‘ We Are Fed 


By Ada Melville Shaw 


LITTLE brown bird on the city street 
Where the ways of a hundred nations meet ; 
Where the chink and weight of the hoarded gold 
Turn the blood of many a true heart cold,— 
Are you fed ? 


Where the passions clamor; where clash and din 
Speak the iron purpose of wills to win ; 
Where success is the far, elusive end; 
Where the many save that the few may spend,— 
Are you fed ? 


“ A foot-worn hollow, a shower of rain; 
A van o’erloaded, a plenty of grain ; 
A roof’s high shelter; a little brown mate; 
However the passers may strive or hate,— 
We are fed!’’ 


No man provided: the self-seeking street 
Forgot the wee bird that chirped at its feet ; 
The world hurries by; but One keeps care 
For you and me and the birds of the air,— 
We are fed! 








The Uses of Salt 


As the salt of the earth Christians are not always 
to bring joy and comfort into the lives of others. 


Salt has other uses. A Bible-study group of college 
girls were recently discussing the familiar passage in 
the Sermon on the Mount, and were asking why 
Christians are like salt. All thought at once of salt’s 
preservative qualities. Then a Chinese girl in the 
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group quietly suggested, ‘Salt creates thirst.'’ The 
truth went home, As one of the leaders afterward 


said, ‘*Our lives should be such that people would 
continually come to us and ask us to explain our- 
selves.’’ Do our lives create in others the thirst that 
only the Water of Life can satisfy ? 


x 
How Love Hates Death 


Love will pay any price to have the loved one 
live. Death is the disaster above all others that we 
seek to save our loved ones from. It is just this way 
that the love of God works. ‘Herein was the love 
of God manifested in us, that God hath sent his only 
begotten Son into the world that we might live 
through him’’ (1 John 4:9). This is the figure of 
how our love toward others should work,—to lay 
down our lives on the altar of service to save them 
from death. Our intense eagerness in going to every 
extreme that our loved ones might be saved from 
physical death will be nothing compared with our 
desire to save men from real death,—when God's 
love is made perfect in us, 
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Set Free—for What? 


Those who are not under the law are the only 
ones that can keep the law. Christians are intended 
to be the great law-keepers. It is notable that the 
New Testament, as well as the Old, is full of com- 
mandments of all sorts. And the New Testament 
commandments are the harder to keep. Some one 
has said that for the Christian the commandments 
have been reduced to two ;: believe and love (1 John 
3:23). But these two—rather, this one—include 
all the rest. And it is impossible for any man to keep 
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them. It is James, a New Testament writer, who 
gives this uncompromising and difficult word : ‘* Who- 
soever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in 
one point, he is become guilty of all’’ (Jas. 2 : 10). 
But it is James too who adds the gospel secret in 
the same passage: ‘‘So speak ye, and so do, as 
men that are to be judged by a law of liberty’’ (Jas. 
2:12). We have been set free from the bondage of 
the law that we might be at liberty to keep the law. 
Those under the law have the aw. Those whom 
Christ has set free have the /aw-keeper. Our new 
obligation then is not to look at the law and try to 
put that on, but to put on the Lord Jesus Christ and 
let him keep the law in us. 
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Unreasonably Happy 

Most people want more than they have 
human reason to expect. And that is exactly what 
God wants to give them. He wants us to be unrea- 
sonably happy, because unreasonably well provided 
for in every way. ‘‘ Unreasonably’’ is only another way 
of saying ‘‘supernatural.’’ God's powers and ways 
of working are quite beyond what we can see or think, 
—beyond our reasoning powers. And God wants our 
life to be a supernatural experience all the time. 
There are needs in your life, and in the life of those 
who are close to you or dependent upon you, that you 
long to see met. You see no reasonable prospect of 
their being met. Then, because they are really needs 
and not merely wants, God is already devoting him- 
self to meeting them, and perhaps has been prevented 
from success in this only because you would not trust 
him completely to do so. When you turn it all over 
to him, and believe that his Word is always true, you 
and yours will know the unreasonably happy life, 
lavished upon you by your supernatural Lord, 


any 


% 


Our Greatest Asset for Good Work 


HE Christian life is always beginning again, and 
it is a glowing sign of God’s presence with us 
when we are taking thought afresh about how 

we are to live and how we are to direct our lives, The 
cynic without us and the scoffer within may sneer at 
these earnest efforts to take a new start in life, and 
may predict that they will all turn out in the same old 
way, and we have to resist the temptation to listen to 
him. With the coming of each new period of work 
every heart will be asking what is. possible to it, and 
the question will take one of the forms in which Kant 
puts the query of every life: ‘*What am I to do?”’ 
and ‘* What can I expect ?’’ 

Nothing is more cheerless than the life that does 
not believe there is anything new for it, and the past 
failures and disappointments have made many feel 
that there is nothing before them but to go on the best 
they can and as mechanically as possible in the same 
old groove. They look forward to the future without 
zest, and there is often a sort of mistaken nobility in 
the dignified and patient way in which they pur- 
pose to go ahead even if there is to be no yield or 
progress. 

But no such fate as that need be in store for any 
life. We can expect a great deal, and this desire and 
expectation of something. new and better is one of the 
richest materials of the Christian life. It may be that 
plans have miscarried in the past, that our pro- 
grams have not been carried out, or that we did not 
achieve the definite results we set our hearts upon. 
But this may well be for the reason that we did not 
set our hearts upon the most telling thing. 

We say, without hesitation, that altogether the most 
telling influence which we can bring to bear upon our 
coming year of work will be a right spirit. We can 
afford to give less attention than we commonly do to 


this or that direct result we would like to accomplish, 
valuable and important as it may be, and we can 
afford to let those results stand back a little while we 
plan for something that lies behind all good results. 
The outward work is too apt to claim all our attention. 
The world is very insistent upon results, and we would 
naturally like to meet the world’s demand. John 
Tauler, the mystic, once said : ‘‘If thou find that the 
outward work hinders the inward working of the soul, 
then boldly let it go, and turn thou with all thy might 
to that which is inward.”’ 

It is hard to let the outward working go for a time 
when all the world is looking for the outward work- 
ing. We like to have something to show for our 
efforts. We love to feel that we have accomplished 
something, and we are very sensitive lest we should 
not accomplish a great deal. But sometimes we must 
be willing to accomplish nothing at all that is visible. 
It was hard for David Brainerd when direct tasks were 
all around him to be done to just drop them all, as he 
did at times, and retire out of sight for two or three 
days and give himself to prayer. But people said 
that there was always a vast difference in Brainerd’s 
activity, and in the quality and spirit of his work, 
after one of these periods when, as Tauler said, he 
boldly let the outward working go and turned with alt 
his might to that which was inward. A new spirit was 
felt in all that he did. Everything was more plastic 
under his hand. 

If, then, as we stand before our work, which is so 
dear to every life, and so important, and just as dear 
and important to God, we could look away from the 
details of it and the amount of it, look away from the 
literal work itself, and with holy recklessness let it go 
and stake all upon the spirit of our life, we could face 
whatever is before us with power and joyfuiness. 
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The spirit we are in must of necessity tell upon 
everything we do. Our failures were not due to the 
fact that we did not do a great deal of work, and good 
work, but that there was a wrong spirit. Life got to 
be careworn and haggard, not because our circum- 
stances were so different from those of other people, 
but because there was in us a wrong spirit which took 
things amiss. Our spirit colors all our circumstances. 
Even if they were the best possible they can be trans- 
muted into discouraging things by a wrong spirit. 
Not infrequently men who have had the highest gifts 
have had those gifts all neutralized and rendered in- 
effective by some bitterness of spirit or some inward 
falsity of mind. They may have traced their failure 
everywhere else. They may have tried to work 
harder, or they may have changed habits, or they 
may have tried to find how others succeeded ; but all 
the time there was something wrong. In all this they 
were working on their lives at the extremities and not 
at the heart. Then at last they traced it all back to 
the spirit, and life was changed. 

Sir Robertson Nicoll, in one of those great editori- 
als which have gone far to change many lives, has 
spoken of those whose religious life is ‘‘all a dead- 
heave. Sometimes the strain comes near to breaking. 
They are carrying religion as men carry a heavy load. 
In fact, it is an attempt to be a Christian on pre- 
Christian methods without the grace that is in Jesus 
Christ. And nothing can be conceived which is less 
happy or less contagious."’ All this he speaks of in 
a way which reaches home to many of us and finds 
the cure in that old discovery of the Psalmist where 
he says: ‘‘] will run in the way of thy command- 
ments when thou hast set my heart at liberty."’ 

If now we could set our thoughts in this direction 
we might have good hopes of what a year might 
bring forth, We are all ready to give our year to 
some experiment. Why not take a year to try out 
this great truth that what makes the most difference 
in life is a right spirit. It will take courage to keep 
the mind from slanting back to the details of life 
again, and thinking that our best wisdom is to take 
care of what is immediate and before our eyes. The 
outward working will claim us and our all. It will be 
obvious, and it will be at times peremptory. At times 
it will seem to us almost wicked to forsake the definite 
task and turn quite away from it in order to pray for 
a right spirit and the Holy Spirit. But try it for a 
year. Ask for the whole life, and one by one the 
different departments of life will show the result. 
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From a Veteran Pastor’s Prayers 


Father in Heaven, infect us at once with the gentle- 
ness of humility, and with the aggressiveness of con- 
scious personality. As thine own children, keep us 
from blurring the sense of distinctive individuality, and 
so losing ourselves in the mass. Make us each keen to 
discern his own appointment, bold to choose and carve 
his own way under thy hand, yet considerate of every 
one else, and never swollen with self-importance. So 
possess us to the utmost that our lives shall show vigor 
and wisdom, our ways graciousness and force, and our 
very pr the radiant charm of him whose we are 
and whom we serve. 














John the Baptist looked forward to Christ as able to 
do what he himself could not attempt. ‘‘ He shall 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.’’ He 
could tell men what to do and what not to do, but he 
could not make them over. When all is at the worst 
David's great prayer did not single out the definite 
transgressions and ask only that they might cease and 
be forgiven, but he prayed for a clean heart and a 
right spirit. The atmosphere of our life is more tell- 
ing than any direct thing we do. The spirit of our 
work is more important than the work itself. The 
unloving and self-centered spirit will manifest itself 
in spite of the most carefully devised screen of me- 
chanical philanthropy. Nothing can make up for the 
lack of the right spirit. Slavish work, though we do 
itin great quantities, will not be accepted as a substi- 
tute for a working spirit. Diligence may be achieved 
by mere force and by mechanically making ourselves 
do things, but zeal is a spiritual thing. When we 
overcome it is by something born of God and not 
manufactured by us. 

Baffled‘as we often are in our prayers for direct 
gifts, we must remember that our prayers are often of 
a kind to baffle God. It is easier for him to make us 
over at the root and heart of our being than to alle- 
viate some pressing distress or give just enough power 
for one single effort which happens to interest us. We 
need a happy spirit or all the things in the world fail to 
please us. We need a convinced spirit or all the ar- 
guments and facts in the world carry no weight. What 
we are inwardly will creep out and give the tone to all 
we do. There are many moments, many passages in 
life when we can do nothing directly toward the main 
object we have in view, but there is not a moment 
when we cannot do something to our own spirit. 








Is it Fair to Exalt Fallen 
Men Above the Angels? 


Are we justified in believing and teaching that the saved 
sinner is, or will be in a frvure life, exalted above those 
who have never fallen ? Could God do that and be just 
to the other heavenly beings, and perhaps to unfallen men 
and women from other worlds beside our own? Is it 
probable that in all the vast universe our little spot is the 
only one on which created beings live? Is it not more 
likely that we are the prodigal son of a large family of 
obedient children? If that is so, or if there are only those 
whom we call angels to consider, how Could God set us 
“before them, if any distinction is made? 

I know that Christ himself is Alpha and Omega; he is 
exalted above all others, and that ‘‘ through faith in his 
name "’Jwe are exalted to be with him in hisglory. I know 
that there is a song which the angels could not learn, be- 
cause they had not sinned, and were not redeemed by the 
blood of the Lamb. 

But does this and much more that might be quoted jus- 
tify the assumption that our position will be above those 
who have neversinned? You and I as fathers would re- 
joice in the return of our prodigal boy, and do all we could 
to make him forget the past, but would we hold him up 
as a better example to be followed than our other boys 
who remained true to us all the time? And would our 
Father be less favorable to the loyal and always true ones 
than to us ?—AN ILLINOIS READER. 


It is because God is favorable to the One who has 
always been loyal and true—his well-beloved Son, 
that He and those in him are to be exalted above the 
angels. 

A saved sinner is not only to be where his Saviour 
is, but is to be what his Saviour is. He is not to 
have the glory and reward of one who has fallen and 
has been reclaimed, but is to have the glory of the 
Son of God himself, who has never fallen, and whose 
glory is far above that of any created being. ‘* And 


the glory which thou hast given me I have given unto 
them ; that they may be one, even as we are one’’ 
(John. 17 : 22). 

The nearest that God now can come to suggesting 


what our riches in Christ are is to tell us that we are 
sons of God,—heirs of God and joint-heirs with 
Christ. But we are to be something even greater 
than sons,—something that no human relationship 
can illustrate. ‘‘ Beloved, now are we children of 
God, and it is not yet made manifest what we shall 
be. We know that, if he shall be manifested, we 
shall be like him ; for we will see him even as he 
is’’ (1 John 3: 2). Whatever Jesus is,—and he is 
something far more than our blessed human word 
**Son’’ can foreshadow,—the saved sinner (no 
longer a sinner in God's sight) is to share, through 
all eternity. It must be remembered that God for- 
gets that the man was a sinner; He sees him now 
only in Christ, his elder brother. He is one with 
Him. 

Is this fair to the angels who have never fallen? 
There are angels who ave fallen, and God in his 
infinite wisdom. has not provided a Saviour for them. 
The Word shows us clearly that a distinction is 
made between the angels and the seed of man, whom 
God created in his own image. ‘'For verily not of 
angels doth he take hold, but he taketh hold of the 
seed of Abraham’"’ (Heb. 2 : 16). And Jesus was 
‘*made like unto his brethren’’ in all things. He 
was not made like unto the angels. It is not unfair 
to angels that God should exalt the Son of his love 
far above the angels, and it is upon Jesus that we 
must look when we would understand God's provi- 
sion for the saved sinners who are in Christ. Weare 
even to judge angels (i Cor. 6: 3), sharing this, as 
all other things, with Christ. 

The position of the prodigal son who returned and 
was fully reinstated in his father’s love is above that 
of a servant who has remained faithful, without fall- 
ing. And angels are not ‘‘ own sons’’ of the Father; 
they are servants 
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Whether there are unfallen men in other worlds 
whe may not have all that we have does not concern 
us, for God's Word has revealed nothing of such a 
possibility. 

Whenever we face the question of the unsearch- 
able riches of Christ that are put at the disposal of 
the saved sinner, we can only cry out in amazement 
with Paul, ‘‘O the depth of the riches both of the 
wisdom and the knowledge of God! how unsearch- 
able are his judgments, and his ways past tracing 


out!’’ (Rom. II : 33). 
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Can Love Ever Be Angry? 


What is implied in ‘‘rebuking’’? Are we to think of 
Christ as angry when rebuking the Pharisees? My own 
idea is that a Christian rebuke can only mean telling the 
truth in love. Is it not impossible for Love ever to be 
angry ?—A BRITISH COLUMBIA READER. 

It is sometimes impossible for love of to be angry. 
When Jesus looked round about on the Pharisees with 
anger (Mark 3: 5), he was angry because he was 
Love. His great heart of love was going out toward 
the man whose hand was withered, and the Pharisees’ 
hearts were hardening with hate. He was ‘‘ grieved 
at the hardening of their hearts,’’ His love going out 
ingrief andin anger. This anger of Christ's, an unsel- 
fish passion burning against sin and against those 
who insisted on identifying themselves with sin, is not 
to be confused with what we usually mean when we 
speak of our ‘‘righteous indignation.’’ Anger that 
has any of self in it is sinful. And most of our 
‘‘anger’’ has self in it. It is impossible for love to 
be angry at anything except sin, and at those who 
with their eyes open are identifying themselves with 
sin. But is not most of what we call our ‘‘ righteous 
indignation '’ anger because self has been wounded in 
some way ? 

When God rebukes his children it is far different 
from the kind of rebuke that Christ gave the Phari- 
sees. Christ, in his omniscience, knew that certain 
of the Pharisees whom he rebuked were sons of Satan. 
When we are called on to rebuke a fellow-Christian, 
anger should have no place in it. 

When Horace Tracy Pitkin and his comrades were 
butchered by the Chinese Boxers, there appeared to 
be a real case for righteous indignation against these 
Chinese. But Pitkin, when he faced his death, wrote 
a note requesting that when his boy Horace was old 
enough he should go to that very section of China and 
preach Christ to the people who became murderers 


of his father. 
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Are Parents Responsible? 


On the lesson of February 14 you say,‘' Yes; a father is 
to blame if the life of a child is permanently a failure’’ ; 
and on the same page you say, ‘' Ministers’ sons can go 
wrong. So can the sons of Christian parents."’ 

It seems to me that these statements are contradictory. 
How do you explain them ?—A NEW YORK READER, 
Any one’s children can go permanently and eter- 

nally wrong if their parents fail in their responsibility. 
Children will zo¢ go permanently wrong if parents are 
true to their responsibility. The minister’s sons that 
were referred to in that lesson article were.the sons of 
a father who was a failure, Eli. 

Surely if any one ever has a spiritual responsibility 
for another soul, the parent has for the child, Surely 
if our Lord’s words to his disciples concernirg prayer 
have any meaning, they have meaning when pleaded 
by a parent for a child. And here are our Lord’s 
words: ‘‘If ye abide in me, and my words abide in 
you, ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be done unto 
you’’ (John 15:7). Can we have any doubt that it 
is the will of God that the child of a Christian father 
or mother should be saved? Then let us accept this 
blessedly straight word from the Holy Spirit: ‘‘ And 
this is the boldness which we have toward him, that, 
if we ask anything according to his will, he heareth 
us: and if we know that he heareth us whatsoever we 
ask, we know that we have the petitions which we 
have asked of him’’ (1 John 5 : 14, 15.) So, accept- 
ing God’s word as true, not false, the abiding and 
praying parent can and ought to pray without anxiety 
and with thanksgiving for the safe-keeping of every 
child. If, when the simple conditions are met. by the 
parent, the child. is not permanently and eternally 
safeguarded, then God’s word is false. But God's 
word is true, as thousands of parents rejoice to know 
because they have put it to the test. How the mys- 
tery of the inviolably free will of the child and the 
covenant-keeping answer of God to the prayer of the 
parent is solved we do not know, and we do not need 
to knew... All we need. to know is what God hath said, 
and to rejoice in it. 




















LESSON FOR SEPT. 12 (x Kings 19) 
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Raged in the Kentucky Hills 


By James M. Stifler, D.D. 
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IFTEEN years ago the newspapers made frequent 
mention of Clay County, Kentucky, always for 
the same thing,—the Baker-Howard feud had 

broken out and more men had been killed. To-day 
there is no newspaper notoriety for Clay County, for 
there is no feud there. Every now and then you will 
see some magazine article about a remarkable man 
who lives in Clay County, and who has put a Christian 
school in the very heart of the feud district and is 
developing a new kind of life among his people. This 
man is James Anderson Burns. He is a' member of 
one of the mountain clans, and fought through several 
years of a great feud. ‘To-day he is known all through 
the Cumberland. Mountains as Professor Burns, who 
built the Oneida Institute and put an end to the 
making of graves, widows, orphans, and poverty. 

Early in the spring I accepted Mr. Burns’ invita- 

tion and, together with some. friends, made a visit to 
the school at the time of the annual commencement. 
As we sat upon the lawn overlooking the tennis courts, 
with the south branch of the Kentucky River flowing 
just beyond and the wonderful green-covered moun- 
tains rising on the other side to make a great frame 
for the fair picture before us, I could not make myself 
realize that we were forty miles from the nearest rail- 
road. On those tennis courts some three hundred 
men and women and children were grouping them- 
selves into a commencement procession. Presently a 
band began to play a march, and the procession, 
walking two by two, wound around the foot of the hill 
and up the path to the main hall, whose auditorium 
would by no means hold them all. It was hard to 
realize that this scene differed very much from hun- 
dreds of others in our country, yet it is no. exaggera- 
tion to say that our. country has nothing else like it. 


What Sort of Folk are the Kentucky Highlanders ? 

The president. of the school had a scar on his head, 
put there, possibly, by a rifle in the hands of one of 
the audience. Men marched side by side in that 
procession who fifteen years before would have shot 
each other,on sight. Children sat with fathers, who 
but for that mountain school teacher would in all 
probability have at that moment been orphans. Boys 
and girls sat there who but for the influence of that 
rugged man would never have been born. My im- 
agination ran riot as I looked at that audience of 
scholars, alumni, and friends. There were school- 
teachers, bankers, a: judge, and young men recently 
graduated with honors from great universities, who 
had come into the heart of the hills to renew their ties 
with the school that had transformed all life for tliem. 

Iwas distinctly conscious that-I was forming a very 
new idea of what sort of people these Kentucky High- 
landers were.’ We had so often heard them called 
‘*The Mountain‘ Whites,’’ with the iirsplication that 
there were black people in the mountains, and that 
these whites were a weakened if not degenerate 
people. Notliing could be more wide of the truth, 
for there are ‘practically no blacks: in the Kentucky 
‘mountains, and these ‘people are of. as -fine -Anglo- 
Saxon stock as Our nation can produce, They are the 
‘descendants of the English and Scotch-Irish settlers 
who came into these mountains in the days of Daniel 
Boone, - These were of the very best stock that ever 
came to thé New World, and their descendants are 
no weakened race, but a bold, keen breed that our 
country may well be proud of; They never were 
‘slave-owners, .and they sent one hundred arid twenty 
thousand expert riflemen into the Union Army. 

You will not find handsomer boys and girls in any 
part of our land. We were much engaged with their 
clear skin, frank and intelligent eyes, and a certain 
native dignity and kindliness of manner that often 
gave them a bearing thata prince mightenvy. Almost 
uniformly we observed they spoke with gentle voices 
and soft, slowly-spoken sentences that were most 
beautifully free from slang or coarseness of any sort. 
The hard conditions of life frequently wear down this 
promising youth all too soon, yet the stock is elastic 
and, given just a little chance, shows its intrinsic 
worth. Their life is by no means free from violence, 


and the two greatest dangers have been the feuds and 
all the evils that follow in the train of whiskey, —for 
moonshine whiskey, though amateur in construction, 
is as bad as any to produce quarrels and poverty. - - 


When God makes a man into a new creation then 

the neighbors. are sure to find it out. And not 

merely the nearest. neighbors ; for that man’s work 

will: have what John R. Mott so often calls ‘* mul- 

tiplying power.”’. When men step hunting each 

other with rifles, and together build a school, some- 
thing has reached them. 








Something like this sadness took hold of the heart 
of James Burns about twenty years ago. He was 
caught in the meshes of the Baker-Howard feud and 
fought in many a mountain battle. In one of these 
he was wounded, thrown over a fence, and left for 
dead. But he regained consciousness, and finding 
that he was able to walk, painfully made his escape 
to a distant part of the mountains. There he waited 
to recover from his wound, and, while waiting, he had 
time for serious meditation. He says that it seemed 
to him like this: ‘‘I have been dead, I have been 
brought back to life again. It is fora purpose. That 
purpose is God's. Now I shall try to find out that 
purpose and follow it up.’’ As yet he had not had 
what is rightly called an experience of religion. 

He left the mountains and wandered about rest- 
lessly from place to place. At one time he was 
working as a roustabout on an Ohio River boat. An 
unjust word of abuse from a foul-mouthed mate an- 
gered him, and he left the boat at the next town 
where it stopped. He was without money and friends, 
but not without’ courage and purpose. Finally he 
found his way into West Virginia, where some rela- 
tives lived, and there he definitely accepted Christ as 
his Saviour and dedicated his life to His service. He 
began to preach in a modest way. Almost immedi- 
ately there was uncovered a power that has never 
failed. God had given to him the gift of the power of 
persuasion. For lack of a better word, men call it elo- 
quence. Noone can listentohim unmoved, To-day, 
whether he speaks in a mountain church-house or on 
the platform of a great university the effect upon his 
audience is.the same. Men listen to his every slow- 
spoken syllable, they believe him, they see what he 
sees, they catch a glimpse of a heart and soul so 
simple and so great.in faith, hope, and love that they 
surrender to it in admiration and affection. 


That Critical Meeting in the Old: Mill 

He naturally feit the need of more education, and 
for a few montlis attended classes in Denison Univer- 
sity in Ohio, but the call of the mountains came on 
him strong again, and back he went to preach and 
teach among the -peaple of the hills. His purpose 
now became more and more clear, until he was filled 
with the conviction that Christian education alone 
would rescue the mountains from moonshine and mur- 
der. His conviction was announced in the deter- 
mination to build a school in the very center of Clay 
County. Men told him that he was foolish, that his 
school would have to be out on the edge of the moun- 
tains or the railroad. Is it not always so that the 
men of vision are received? He withstood their 
oppesition and deliberately started to kill off the 
vices of the mountains by establishing his school at 
the very seat of the trouble. : 

James Burns knew his people and right shrewdly 
he began his task. First he called together twelve 
men of the opposing clans. These were older men, 
less inclined to quarrel, and more inclined to listen to 
his eloquent appeal for better things. The twelve met 
him in a little mountain ‘‘church-house,’’ and signed 
their names as trustees to an application for a charter 
for Oneida Institute. ‘Three of them could not write, 
and so made their marks. But the real battle was to 
come ; he had yet to win over the more difficult men. 
Your great leader is invariably daring at the real crisis 
and boldly goes out against the apparently insur- 
mountable obstacles. James Burns dared the inevit- 
able and called a meeting of the younger men on 
both sides of the feud, the hot-bloods thirsting for 
revenge. 

They came, ‘about twenty-five from each side, all 
armed. They squatted on opposite sides of a great 
room in an old mill, and then ‘ensued: the. greatest 


hour in the history of the Cumberland Mountains, 
That gift of eloquence and persuasion had been given 
and trained for this moment, and it was equal to the 
task. 

He told them what they all knew, that they hated 
the life they were living, and that they were simply 
rearing their sons for slaughter, and that there was 
only one way to stop the whole bloody business, and 
that was to stop it right then and there and let Chris- 
tian education take the place of rifle practise, and 
progress supplant destruction. 

‘‘It was a mighty quiet meeting,’’ says Burns in 
telling about it. ‘*I didn’t know what they were 
going to do, but I was right glad when Lee Coombs 
got up and when Dan Burns got up, too, and they met 
in frontof me. They did not draw, but shook hands : 
and then I knew that Oneida College was going to be 
a success.’” 

One cannot listen to the simple narrative of the 
unspeakable bravery and wit and persistence that 
made Oneida College a success without a wonder at 
the man's faith and a tightening of the throat at the 
pathos of it all. He had the consent of others, but 
not their co-operation; they had merely agreed to 
suspend hostilities to see what he could do. He had 
his vision, his faith in God, and about twenty cents 
with which to start a college in the heart of the moun- 
tains ; but he did it. He begged a bit of land on an 
ideal site on condition that he put a school-house on 
it. He took an old crowbar and, with the use of the 
blacksmith's forge, he made a set of stonecutter’s 
tools. With his own hands he quarried out the rock, 
and all alone one morning, with God for his audience, 
he laid the corner-stone. His prayer of dedication 
was interrupted by the crack of a young feudist’s 
Winchester, fired at random as a taunt. 


Keeping a Teacher ‘‘ on the Keen Jump ”’ 

Alone he wrought with that masonry. Shamed by 
his self-sacrifice, a near-by farmer gave him fifty dollars 
in money, a tremendous sum. Others brought rough 
lumber and laid it down near his growing foundation 
walls, With his own hands he dressed those hard 
oak timbers and boards. And so he got his material 
for the building. The fifty dollars paid for the hard- 
ware and glass; Many a night, too tired to walk the 
four miles to his own home, he lay down on the 
shavings ard slept, and many a day, when no one 
offered him food, he went out and hunted pawpaws 
and berries to keep himself alive, Fired by his vis- 
ion, and the actual appearance of his building, others 
came and began to help him with day's work, and so 
the building was erected. 

The school opened in 1899, with one hundred 
pupils and three teachers, the Rev, James A. Burns, 
the Rev. C. A. Dugger, and the Rev. H. L. McMur- 
ray. Mr. Burns had to support his mother and six 
orphaned children of his brother and find the income 
for the school and the faculty, and at the same time 
acquire enough ‘‘ book learning’’ to keep ahead of 
his pupils. He smiles a slow smiie as he tells you 
how he used to set out trot-lines for catfish, and so 
get food for the day and save time to study and con- 
ceal his ignorance, ‘* When I was beginning my 
work in Latin and some of the mathematics,’’ he said, 
‘*my boys in the school up yonder on the hill were 
crowding hard on my heels all the time, and knew 
about as much as Idid. Iwas on the keen jump and 
just a day ahead of them. If it hadn’t been that we 
were favored in our fishing I don’t know what might 
have happened to Oneida College.’ 

The school grew steadily larger, and since its open- 
ing the old feud spirit has steadily declined. Indeed, 
since Oneida opened, there has not been one serious 
outbreak, and to-day there has grown up a generation 
of boys and girls who hate’bloodshed. Moonshine 
whiskey is not so easy to get rid of, yet it has con- 
stantly declined in popularity and profusion. The 
affection and admiration of the mountain people for 
Professor Burns, as they nearly all called him, is 
almost pathetic. One great burly man confided to 
me: ‘* Most of these people don’t understand James 
Burns. He is too deep for them. But some of us 
can appreciate what he has done for us. To tell. you 
the truth, I don’t suppose I'd be living to-day but for 
him,’’. pointing to. where Mr. Burns stood whittling a 
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stick and talking earnestly to a mountain man. ‘1 
guess I'd been shot long before this and my children 
would be orphans but tor him.,"’ 

That gift of persuasion has won for Oneida an ever- 
widening circle of friends, and first one building and 
then another has been erected. ‘To-day in that lonely 
place in the heart of the mountains is school property 


‘valued at $100,000, —four fine buildings, a farm, and 


a sawmill and wood-working shop. The original 
wooden building has been enlarged and is used as a 
boys’ dormitory, but is far from being adequate. A 
little community of three hundred persons has grown 
up around the campus, and for beauty of surround- 
ings it can scarce be equaled. 

The only endowment that the school has is James 
Burns’ gift of persuasion, and it can scarcely keep 
up with the demands of the boys and girls who crowd 
in there to learn. Last year there were nearly five 
hundred scholars registered. Some time ago Mr. 
Burns felt that they did not need a school of full col- 
legiate grade, but that a good high-school training 
was all that they would need. Those who wanted 
more could go outside the mountains and find it. He 
has increasingly felt, however, that he must give 
much vocational training. The boys are taught agri- 
culture, lumbering, and wood-working, such simple 
iron work as they will need to use on a mountain 
farm, cement work, and similar things. The girls 
are taught sewing and domestic science in all its 
branches, including the simpler forms of nursing. A 
printing plant has just been given the school, so that 
one more trade can be taught. In the near future 
more of the boys will be going out into the outside world, 
and should be equipped with some trade with which 
to begin life. 

Up to this time the mountains have absorbed 
nearly all the graduates of Oneida. I was told that 
in Clay County and the four adjoining counties, which 
are quite similar, seventy-five percent of the teachers 
of district schools were graduates of Oneida, and 
ninety percent of the court officials. But this cannot 
long keep up. These young men and women are 
ambitious and are fully competent to keep pace with 
the outside world. As an example, I met one young 
man who was teaching in Oneida last year, and who 
the vear before had graduated from a well-known col- 
lege with the highest grades in the history of that 
institution. This speaks something for the teaching 
at Oneida, and something for the natural capacity of 
this strong, unspoiled race of mountain people. 


Burns and the Boy who was Alone in the World 

I was witness of a scene in Mr. Burns’ little office 
one early morning that shows the spirit of the whole 
place. A tall, pleasant-faced mountain man came in 
followed by a round-faced ruddy lad of about eleven 
years. He briefly stated that this was a boy who was 
all alone in the world and had nobody to look after 
him. Mr. Burns and the mountain man spoke a few 
brief words about the case, I looked at the boy. His 
face and physique would make glad the heart of any 
lover of eugenics, though his clothes would break the 
heart of any child's outfitter. The shirt was a man’s, 
snipped off a little in the sleeves, and the trousers 
were for a boy at least four years older, and they hung 
disconsolately to his ankles, There wasn’t anything 
else on him. He was not abashed nor cringing, but, 
smiling, looked into my face while they were talking 
about him. Finally Mr. Burns said, ‘‘ All right, put 
him in the day school for the summer and in the fall 
we will see what we can do for him.”’ 

The tall man bowed and started out of the door, and 
the boy after him; but just at the doorway the lad 
turned and, with a look of-fearless confidence at Mr. 
Burns, he said, ‘‘But, Mr. Burns, I ain’t got no 
clothes.”’ 

Again I saw that quivering at the corners of this 
great man’s mouth as he said, ‘‘ That's all right, my 
boy ; I guess we can take care of the clothes.”’ 

That is James Anderson Burns’ spirit. These peo- 
ple are God's children, and he has the faith to think 
that God will use him to take care of them and lead 
them to a better day. 

Though he is compelled to spend so much time 
away from Oneida seeking funds for its support, Mr. 
Burns regards each scholar as a personal responsibil- 
ity. On that never-to-be-forgotten commencement 
morning as he stood to address the graduating class, 
he said, ‘* The saddest part of any year’s school work 
for me has always been telling good by to the senior 
class’’; then followed a beautiful and pathetic little 
message calling each by name, warning each of his 
special dangers, and reminding each that ‘he carried 
the good name of Oneida with him. He closed with 
these words : 

‘If this institution should go out of existence this 
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minute, and never come again, every dollar that has 
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never heard of me, except from those two boys ; but 


been spent here has been paid for a thousand times . evidently they took with them the spirit of this work 


by the changes it has produced, The outlook for the 
institution was never so bright before; the Lord has 
given us new friends each day, and all over this 
country from the Atlantic to the Pacific, and even 
across the sea, there are men and women who pray, 
for this institution. A short time ago I had a letter 
from a chaplain in the army : he said, ‘I have two of 
your boys in the army, and they are the. best boys I 
have.’ I never heard of the man, and I suppose he 


- ignorance, 


and loyalty to their training.” 

And as we filed out of that building I said to my. 
self, ‘‘And ye shall know the truth, and the truth 
shall make you free.’’ Christ's truth lodged in this 
man’s generous soul and through him all this moun. 
tain people are being made free from violence and 
More than that they are entering into 
that freedom of the Son which is freedom indeed. 

Evanston, ILL, 





Why Do They 





By the late J. R. Miller, D.D. 


Get Aground ? j 
mamma 








As the pastor of a large city church, Dr. Miller once asked certain men of affairs to 

tell him how they accounted for the wreckage in character and in business that is not 

as hard as it it ought to be to find in any community. You may perhaps learn 

from this gathered testimony what counsel to give others in helping them to keep out 
from under the tattered green flag of warning. 


OMETIMES, near the ocean shore, one sees a’ 
green flag, in shreds and tatters, bearing the 
word ‘‘ Wreck,’’ floating over the mast or some 

other part of a vessel, just visible above the water. 
The flag is to warn other craft off the wreck that lies 
there. Over many men's lives a like warning might 
float. What can be sadder than a wrecked immortal 
life? Yet the sea is not so full of wrecked ships which 
have gone down in storms or upon its fatal rocks, as 
is life’s sea, down into whose dark depths have gone 
human hopes and possibilities and immortalities. We 
talk sometimes with pathetic sadness of what the ocean 
contains, of the treasures that lie buried beneath its 
waves. But who shall tell of the treasures that are 
hidden in the deeper, darker sea of life, where they 
have sunk in times of defeat and disaster ? 

The following question was sent, with others, to a 
number-of gentl:men : ‘So far as you have observed, 
what are some of the principal causes of the failure 
of young. men, —meaning failures in the wider sense, 
in character and also in business career?’’ The an- 
swers have taken a wide range, covering botii the 
business and the moral side of life. 

A merchant writes: ‘*]1 and my brother com- 
menced in the house in which I am now senior part- 
ner, when we were boys of twelve or thirteen. With 
one exception all the boys who were then in the house 
have made shipwreck-of life, by bad company, wine, 
etc. The same story, almost, could be written of 
nearly all the houses on the street,—since I began 
business—two or three young men saved and succeed- 
ing, the others failing, lost.’’ 

Another writer, a younger man, but observant and 
thoughtful, answers ; ‘‘ The causes of failure are : No 
positive aim in life ; no special preparation ; lack of 
appreciation of the many opportunities for self-im- 
provement in youth; desire to be in the swim of 
fashion and pleasure ; haste to get rich ; selfishness.’’ 

Another thoughtful man replies: ‘Indirection, 
lack of systematic habits, of thoroughness, of moraf 
rectitude. As a rule, men do not succeed because 
they have no definite purpose ; also, because they fail 
to make a proper use of the means of improvement 
at hand. I know many young men who are to-day 
filling obscure positions simply because in their days 
of opportunity they neglected to prepare themselves 
for what the future might bring them. Napoleon 
once told some schoolboys that every missed lesson 
left an opening ‘for future disaster. Wellington said 
that Waterloo was fought and won while he was still 
a schoolboy ; that is, the preparation which made the 
battle and the victory possible was made in his early 
years. So it is in every successful life. The things 
the boys are doing now will make or unmake their 
future. 


***The common things of the common day 
Are ringing bells in the far away.’ ”’ 


Another writer says: ‘*I have observed that young 
men often are very thoughtless. That is, when they 
Start out in life they do not consider or take hold of 
the many opportunities that offer, but think more of 
present pleasure and ease than of the building of 
character or making a business success.’’ In other 


words he means to say that selfish indulgence draws 
them ‘away frem-hard work. Blessed be drudgery: in 
early life! That young fellow is to be pitied who in 
his first years has short hours, easy work, good pay, 


luxurious surroundings, and a good many golden 
hours without their tasks, He thinks he is fortunate, 
and his mother thinks he is fortunate ; but in truth 
he is not. He is getting a false ideal of life, for no 
such easy life ever can amount to much in the end, 
He is leaving great patches of the fields of his blessed 
days empty, without their burden of work and disci- 
pline, and very soon the devil will sow tares in these 
unfilled hours, 

Another says : ‘‘ Lack of thorough earnestness and 
a failure to grasp opportunities. Usually it is not lack 
of brains or of intelligence that keeps men down ; but 
strangely many get the impression that the position 
should seek them instead of their seeking the position, 
So they fail to try to honor the place they fill.’’ There 
is here a very important suggestion. No man can 
succeed in a position whose duties he tries to do 
merely with the least possible work. He must take 
his share of the burden of the work or business and 
make the responsibility his own. 

Again a writer—a man whose life has reached rare 
nobleness in character and rare success in business— 
says: ‘* The principal causes of failure in a business 
career are,—granting that natural ability is sufficient, 
—lack of application, lack of integrity or reliability, 
or lack of contentment with one’s situation. -I have 
in mind men who might have succeeded if they had 
been contented with the ordinary duties. in which 
providence had placed them, but through an ambition 
to accomplish something much more striking, they 
have failed to make even an ordinary success,”’ 

Most of the quotations made thus far refer to the 
causes of business failure primarily. But the moral 
side has also had a place in, many of the letters, One 
names : ‘* Moral cowardice; fear to say No to the 
invitations of companions to take the first drink or to 
visit houses of questionable repute; the perusal of 
vile literature ; accepting and choosing the compan- 
ionship of impure and unworthy persons.’’ Another 
names: ‘*Estrangement from home, and its conse- 
quence, bad company. When boys and young men 
learn to dislike home and love to be any place more 
than at home, they have taken the first step down- 
ward,”’ 

Another names gambling as a cause of moral fail- 
ure—the vice which to-day ranks alongside the saloon 
and the sin of impurity in its ruinous work among 
men. Few are aware of the extent of gambling in 
our present-day life. It begins in the groups of school- 
boys playing marbles on the sidewalks, and-it extends 
up to the stock-rooms where men gamble with rail- 
roads and mines and great trusts and millions of mar- 
gins for stakes. It is found in parlors and in pool- 
rooms,‘ in railway trains and on ocean steamers, in 
charity entertainments and even in church fairs, And 
the extent of the curse of it no one knows, The 
young man who first entertains the suggestion that he 
may make money by chances, without legitimate work 
or the exercise of skill, has opened his heart to a seed 
of moral poison which, unless quickly cast out, will 
produce moral ruin. A wisé man has said, ‘‘ There 
is no dry rot that spreads. so fast from the smallest 
speck upon the character as the gambling passion.’’ 

Life is too noble, too great, too rich in possibilities, 
to be thrown away. God has given to each of us a 
soul,.a life, to keep, to build up into beauty, -to use 
in holy service, to account for at last at: God's bar. 
Let us be faithful. 
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start even better plans in your schooi 


The “Everybody Present” Rally at Lost Creek | 


And some other very well managed Rally Day occasions described here may 





How the Young Men Builded 


E DECIDED to hold our Rally this year (1914) 
at the regular Sunday-school hour, and on the 
last Sunday in September, for two reasons: 

It was Review Sunday for the summer quarter, a quar- 
ter when attendance had been very irregular, and it 


: seemed difficult to conduct a profitable review.. We 


were planning to change from the Uniform to the 
Graded lessons, beginning the first Sunday in Octo- 
ber, and having our Rally the preceding Sunday 
would probably ensure our starting off with a full 
school. 

Our school is the Memorial M. E. Sunday-school 
of Yonkers, N. Y., and is located in a suburb called 
Nepperhan Heights. 

At the meeting of the Teachers’ Board in August 
the matter came up, and the superintendent proceeded 
to appoint a committee to arrange the program, only 
to- be met with the old cry, ‘‘I pray thee have me 
excused.’" Then the teacher of the young men’s 
class (ages 16 to 18) spoke up and volunteered that 
his class would take the appointment as committee if 
it was agreeable to the rest. And it was so arranged. 

The class held a meeting and a program was 
adopted which, though new to our neighborhood, was 
an adaptation of ideas which have been used by 
others. It was decided to build a church, each brick 
of which would represent a member of the school. 
For this purpose a card was provided, 33¢ x 5 3¢ inches, 
one side of which was red to represent a brick and 
left blank for the name and address of the scholar, and 
the other side was printed as follows : 





FORMER HIGH SCORE 119 
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A 
OUR AIM _ 


A NEW ATTENDANCE RECORD 
DON’T MISS IT 


THE PLACE - Memorial M. E. Sunday School 
Nepperhaa, Yonkers 
‘ THE DAY - Sunday September 27th, 1914 
> THE HOUR - 9.45 A.M. (Be sure and get an early ticket) 
A very interesting Program bes been arranged 
BRING THIS CARD WITH You 
If necessarily absent send this card by a Substitute. 
pla eee Parents and Friends will be welcome. 
‘hey Rev... G. OAKLEY, Pastor 
C. E. FREDRICKSON, Seceotary 











One of these brick-cards was given to every one 
present on the preceding Sunday, and one was sent 
to each absentee. All were requested to bring the 
card with them the next Sunday, Rally Day. On 
Friday and Saturday evenings the young men met in 
the Sunday-school room. They utilized some old 
lumber that was in the basement to build the eleva- 
tion of a church, with its tower at one end, after a 
plan drawn by one of their number. This was cov- 
ered with sheets of white binders’ board, on which 
they had faintly traced with a lead pencil guide lines 
to show where the bricks should go. 

-Two reading notices were sent to all the local papers 
as follows (the first on Wednesday and the second on 
Saturday): 


MOBILIZATION OF FORCES 


An uncensored dispatch from Nepperhan Heights an- 
nounces that the forces of the Methodist Sunday-school of 
that thriving suburb will be mobilized in full fighting 
strength in the Sunday-school room next Sunday at 9.45 
A.M. sharp. Every officer is expected to be present at 
the head of his or her company in full quota, all prepared 
to serve through ‘the campaign. It is hoped also that many 
new recruits will rally to the colors on this rallying day. 





Novel Program for 
Memorial Sunday-School Rally Day 


The members of the Memorial Methodist Sunday-school 
at Nepperhan Heights are looking forward with eagerness 
and enthusiasm to the Rally Day exercises to-morrow 
morning. ‘The school will be called to order promptly 
at 9.45, and it is expected that all prévious records for 
attendance will be smashed. 

A very novel and unique program has been prepared, the 
exercises being in the hands of the Young Men’s Bible 
Class. which already has an enviable record for making 
good. This will be the virtual beginning of the school 


year, since the school begins on a new course of graded 
lessons on the following Sunday. New scholars and visit- 
ors, while always welcome, are particularly desired to- 
morrow. 


On Sunday morning, after suitable opening exer- 
cises, one of the young men read a five-minute ad- 
dress which had been prepared for him, showing that 
the church or Sunday-school does not consist in the 
building in which it meets, but that it is an edifice of 
which each member is an integral part. Then the 
school was called forward by classes, each member 
bringing his or her brick, which was glued into place 
by one of the young men, The cornerstone was sup- 
plied by the pastor, and the tower was made in four 
sections to represent the four chief officers of the 
school, while the gold cross was raised to the place of 
honor at the top of the tower with a few words about 
Jesus Christ, the final Glory of our work, and without 
whom it would be a failure. 

Then the Young Men’s.Class sang as solo and 
chorus, ‘* We are building day by day,’’ another five- 
minute address was read by one of their number on 
the building of character, the attendance for the day 
was read by the secretary, and a hymn or two closed 
the exercises. 





“J i few call 
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When the building was completed the effect was 
quite striking, as shown by the photograph, and espe- 
cially so because each absentee was shown up bya 
vacant space. This building was left on the platform 
for several Sundays in order that all might have it 
impressed on them that an absence would mar the 
perfect whole. 

Our previous high record was during an attendance 
contest last winter when we reached 119. At this 
rally our attendance was 123, and of these 96 were in 
our places before the hour for beginning. Our total 
membership is only 133, so there were only ten blanks 
in the church wall. 

In most cases where this plan is used there will 
probably be a larger attendance if the purpose of the 
cards is announced when they are distributed, so that 
each pupil will know beforehand that an absence will 
be marked by a missing brick. We believe that a 
good part of the success in our own case was due to 
the contagious enthusiasm of the class of young men 
that had itin charge. —/Johu Leverett,.M. D., Yonkers, 
N.Y. 

% 


Because We Were Confident 


S I look back now on our Rally Day plans and 
think of the announcements and notices sent 
out I see clearly that the confident air perme- 

ating and controlling everything was a large factor in 
our success, We were going to have the very best 
Rally Day we ever had in St. Matthew's Lutheran 
school. We were going to have the very best attend- 
ance we ever had ; we were going to have the very 
best program ever. Everybody felt confident, and 
we were all, a//, mind you, talking about it. When one 
pupil met another, the question asked was not, ‘‘ Are 
you going to attend St. Matthew's Sunday-school 
Rally Day?'’’ but ** Who, or how many, are you 
going to bring to visit St. Matthew's Sunday-school 
Raily Day ?’’ 

We sent out the President Woodrow Wilson postal 
cards: received from The Sunday School Times, 1 


1 These cards were issued in 1913, the year the Rally Day described 
in this article was held. 


Each teacher was given as many cards as desired, 
and wrote a personal invitation to each member of 
the class. Some teachers wrote ‘‘ home-made"’ or 
original poetry on the cards ; some had witty sayings 
worked into invitations to attend Rally Day. ‘These 
all attracted attention, and led the pupils to compare 
their cards, directing additional attention to Rally 
Day. 

The regular church notices that were mailed dur- 
ing the week, calling attention to church statistics, 
announcing the communion services, etc., also re- 
minded the reader that Rally Day would be held the 
following Sunday. 

In all these notices and announcements ran the 
thought that this Rally Day was to be the best of all 
Rally Days. We think that the result justified: the 
expectation and repaid all the effort, for we had 1,126 
of the enrolled 1,380 pupils present. 

The program was one that will insure us a good at- 
tendance on future Rally Days. We had a splendid 
speaker, who did not talk too long,—a mistake made 
-in many Sunday-school celebrations, The music was 
good and hearty, and was participated in by all the 
school, with the exception of a duet by two young 
ladies, and some singing by the Juniors. 

A good feature was the graduation ceremony of the 
Cradle Roll. Eight little tots graduated and received 
diplomas. And they looked like bona-fide gradu- 
ates, for each was dressed in a snow-white gown and 
mortar-board cap. I venture that no graduate ever 
felt more proud of, diploma or garb.— WW. £. Hoff: 
man, D.D.S., York, Pa. 


% 


How Lost Creek Won First Place 


STORE, a post-office, and a few dwellings scat- 
tered about, comprise the small mountain vil- 
lage of Lost Creek, Kentucky. Near this place, 

in the heart of ‘‘ Bloody Breathitt’’ county, stands 
Riverside Institute, the mission property of the Breth- 
ren Church. This church and school have at their 
head the Rev. G. E, Drushal and his wife. 

One of the first efforts of the missionaries on 
coming to this place was the starting of a Sunday- 
school, which, after much discouragement and 
heroic effort, developed into the Lost Creek Union 
Sunday-school. 

The school now is well organized and alive in all 
departments, and surely few schools maintain as high 
an average of attendance who have the bad roads, 
distance, mountains, poverty, and other things to 
overcome in order to attend, 

Our plan of the Sunday-school Cabinet for this year 
was to have a perfect attendance on Rally Day. They 
were further urged to carry out this plan by the an- 
nouncement of The Sunday School Times Rally Day 
Honor List, on which list the school determined to 
haveitsname.1 Consequently a meeting of the teach- 
ers and officers was called, at which meeting the fol- 
lowing plan was prepared : 

The community was laid off into sections and a 
visitor appointed for each section, whose duty it was 
to see every person in that section, and especially 
to invite them to come out to Rally Day service. 
Each teacher was to see that every scholar en- 
rolled in his or her class should be present. Post- 
ers announcing the special service were put up a few 
days before. 

The result was that every scholar of the 152 enrolled 
was present on Rally Day, as well as many visitors. 
There were some present who had never been present 
at a Sunday service before. 

The success of the day lay in carrying out well- 
formed plans to reach the individual, and the result 
well repaid for all the effort put forth. 

The beautiful exercise, ‘‘God's Clarion Call,’’ was 
a main feature of the program. 





1'The Honor List to which reference is made in this article was 
proposed in the summer of 1913, and on the basis of records reported 
was published November 29, 1913. The List was divided into four 
groups, classed according to enrolment, and was designed to show the 
fifty schools in each group attaining on Rally Day the highest per- 
centage oi school attendance as compared with enrolment. ‘The Lost 
Creek school was the only one among schools of 100-200 members that 
obtained 100 percent. No Honor List, however, has been planned for 
this year. 
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LESSON Il. SEPTEMBER 12. ELIJAH’S FLIGHT AND RETURN . 


Golden Text: Be still, and know that I am God.—Psalm 46 : 10 





The Lesson Pilot 
By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


OME one once discovered what has been called 
‘‘The Great Golden Remedy” for the blues, 
And here is the remedy: 


Whenever you are feeling blue, 
Something for some one else go do. 


It has been passed on from one person to another 
for years. Did you ever try it yourself? Did it 
work? What do you think of the remedy? Why 
ought it to work, or why may it fail? Get the class 
to discuss this freely. ‘Then, without the teacher's 
expressing any opinion, say that before the lesson is 
over ‘* The Great Golden Remedy” will be consid- 
ered again. 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to lesson-articles in this 
issue. Bold-face figures at the end of certain paragraphs in those 
articles will help in quickly locating the references. 


In what spirit do you think Ahab spent vote about 
the doings on Mt. Carmel? We can wellimagine the 
fury of the woman as she fairly staggered under the im- 
pact of the shocking news. Then she flung out a threat. 

Did she mean what she said as she sent word 
to Elijah? Get the class’ views. Some lesson 
writers think it was a ‘‘ bluff” (Griffith Thomas I, 1; 
Ridgway, 1; Rogers, 1). On the other hand, she 


‘may have meant it. Satan sometimes ‘sends his 


messengers to us to tell us what he proposes to doin 
the way of wrecking our lives. ‘This is one of his 
ways of making his threat good; for he knows that, 
if he can first break us down by fear, the battle is 
more than half won, Jezebel may have intended 
this in her message. 

She made a reckless, atheistic boast, calling out to 
the gods to do the same to her if she failed. Little 
did she realize that ‘‘ the gods” took her at her word, 
and that God would do ‘‘so, and more also”’ to her. 
See the story of her awful death in 2 Kings 9 : 30-37, 
as foretold in 1 Kings 21 : 23. 

What were Elijah’s feelings about this time? Ask 
the class ; see Dr. Griffith Thomas, I, 2; Mrs. Bald- 
win, 3. He was developing the blues; and Mrs. 
Baldwin (1-2) shows how we may do so if we 
want to, 

What ought Elijah to have done when he learned 
of Jezebel’s threat? See what the class think. 
Have our Lord's words in Matthew Io : 23 any bear- 
ing on Elijah’s situation and duty just then? Is it 
ever a man's duty to avoid danger? Think of Jesus’ 
action at Nazareth when they were about to kill him 
(Luke 4: 28-30); the action of Paul or others in Acts 
17: §-10; 9: 23-25. On the other hand, history has 
recorded cases when a man of God, standing his 
ground, was enabled of God to defy his enemies 
without the use of force, God delivering him. See if 
the class can tell of such incidents from their mission- 
~ reading. Note Jesus’ experience in John 18 : 6. 

s it an encouragement or a discouragement to be 
the only believerina place ? See Illustration Round- 
Table (1). In Pucker’s class (2, 3) they believed 
that if Elijah had stood his ground and shown his 
colors things might have been very different. 

One thing is certain: Elijah fled in an utterly 
wrong spirit. He gives his whole case away by what 
he says in verse 4. And it looks as though God did 
not like his fleeing (vs. 9, 13). 

Perhaps it was because Elijah didn’t want his ser- 
vant to know him, the great man of God, as a coward 
and weakling of unbelief, that he left his servant at 
Beersheba (v. 3) and went off by himself (v. 4) to 

ive secret and unrestrained vent to his unbelief. 

erhaps some of us are posing before fellow-Chris- 
tians as great de/zevers when in secret, yet in the 
very presence of God, we give expression to our un- 
belief—and in God! Have you ever taken ‘‘a day’s 
journey into the wilderness” of unbelief (v. 4)? 

See the wonderful patience and tenderness and 
love of the heavenly Father (vs. 5, 7). ‘‘If we are 
faithless, he abideth faithful ; for he cannot deny 
himself” (2 Tim. 2: 13). God does not stop loving us 
when we fail (Ridgway, 2; Griffith Thomas, I, 4). 
That cake baking on the coals would appeal to an 
Oriental (Mackie, 3). ‘ 

Elijah asked that he might die. That was sinful 
distrust of God. Suicide is perhaps the worst ex- 
pression of sinful distrust of God that any man can 
show. And, as Dr. Griffith ‘Thomas (I, 2) keenly 
suggests, if Elijah had really wanted to die~he, need 
not have run away! Usually when a person says 
he wants to die he would ‘‘crawfish”’ pretty rapidly 
if he were given a real opportunity. 


I Kings 19. Commit verses 9, 10 


(The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson 
Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
1 Kings 19 : 8-18.) 

8 And he arose, and did eat and drink, and went in the 
strength of that food forty days and forty nights unto Horeb 
the mount of God. 

9 And he came thither unto a cave, and lodged there ; and, 
behold, the word of Jehovah came to him, and he said unto 
him, What doest thou here, Elijah? ro And he said, I have 
been very jealous for Jehovah, the God of hosts ; for the chil- 
dren of Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown down thine 
altars, and slain thy prophets with the sword: and I, even I 
only, am left ; and they seek my life, to take it away. 11 And 
he said, Go forth, and stand upon the mount before Jehovah. 
And, behold, Jehovah passed by, and a great and strong wind 
rent the mountains, and brake in pieces the rocks before | eho- 
vah; but Jehovah was not in the wind: and after the wind an 
earthquake ; but Jehovah was not in the earthquake : 12 and 
after the earthquake a fire ; but Jehovah was not in the fire : 
and after the fire }.a still small voice. 13 And it was so, when 
Elijah heard it, that he wrapped his face in his mantle, and 
went out, and stood in the entrance of the cave. And, behold, 
there came a voice unto him, and said, What doest thou here, 
Elijah ? 14 And he said, I have been very jealous for Jeho- 
vah, the God of hosts ; for the children of Israel have forsaken 
thy covenant, thrown down thine altars, and slain thy prophets 
with the sword ; and I, even I only, am left; and they seek 
my life, to take it away. 

15 And Jehovah said unto him, Go, return on thy way ? to 
the wilderness of Damascus: and when thou comest, thou 
shalt anoint Hazael to be king over Syria; 16 and Jehu the 
son of Nimshi shalt thou anoint to be king over Israel; and 
Elisha the son of Shaphat of Abel-meholah shalt thou anoint 
to be prophet in thy room. 17 And it shall come to pass, that 
him that escapeth from the sword of Hazael shall Jehu slay ; 
and him that escapeth from the sword of Jehu shall Elisha 
slay. 18 Yet will I leave me seven thousand in Israel, all the 
knees which have not bowed unto Baal, and every mouth 
which hath not kissed him. 

1 Heb. a sound of gentle stillness. 2% Or, by the wilderness to 
The American Kevision copyright, 1901, by Tiomas Nelson & Sons. 








‘* For I am not better than my fathers.” Of course 
he was not,—who ever said he was? None of us is 
better thanour fathers, nor ever will be. We and 
they are totally depraved; hopelessly, poisonously 
worthless. Our hope is God, not ourselves or our 
record. We can have Christ as our Life; and that is 
enough. If indeed a man begins to think that he zs 
better than his fathers he is in a bad way. 

Then (v. 10) Elijah gives a wonderful record of his 
own greatness and fidelity in contrast with the great 
sin of Israel. When a man begins to defend himself 
before God it is black evidence that he is sinning. 
Elijah was a worse sinner that moment than were the 
children of Israel,—less excusable, that is, because 
of the great things God has just done forehim. Israel 
was dulled by years of sinning; Elijah was fresh from 
closest contact with God. We are more to blame 
when we deliberately throw ourselves from a great 
height to which God has brought us, than when we 
step down an inch or two lower into the mud of 
the depths in which we have been living. 

Elijah pitied himself deeply. God help us when 
we begin to pity ourselves !—then indeed are we piti- 
able. And God himself cannot do much for us until 
we see the sin and conceit and selfishness and dis- 
trust of self-pity, and turn from it as sin in confes- 
sion and repentance. 

Self-pity and unbelief had made of Elijah, mighty 
man of God, giant of. strength and trust, a whining, 
whimpering weakling. And Satan stood by exulting. 

The sin of unbelief is ‘tthe sin that doth so easily 
beset us” (Heb. 12:1). Satan makes it his chief 
attack upon those who are closest to God. ‘The 
remedy and safeguard is ‘looking unto Jesus the 
author and perfecter of our faith” (Heb. 12: 2). 

God was patiently ready to go to any lengths in 
restoring his rebellious child. He tenderly met his 
temporal needs; he taught him lessons on Mt. Horeb 
(Griffith Thomas, I, §; Rogers, 4-5). ‘Then he gives 
Elijah another chance. But back at God comes the 
self-exalting, self-pitying, rebelliously distrustful 
complaint. So God, in his wisdom and tact, drops 
the attempt to get Elijah to yield and trust now, and, 
wonder of wonders, quietly tells the prophet that, 
although Elijah knows he is wrong, God still has 
work for him todo! When God cannot bring us to 
himself in any other way he sometimes piles new 
and greater responsibilities upon us in his service, 
and shows us that his grace is going to use us in 
spite of our failure and worthlessness. Then we 
begin to realize his love and power; we break down, 
yield, and trust. 


The Truth That Is Golden 

What is the true and sure remedy for the blues ? 
Doing something for some one else? No, it is not. 
And why not? Because ‘the blues,” while they 
may be occasioned by various circumstances, are 
always and only caused by one thing: the sin of our 
distrusting God. Now we cannot get rid of sin by 





, 


any works of our own; and doing something for 
some one else is just a form of good works. Christ 
is the only one who can get rid of our sin and free us 
from its power,—especially its awful power of depres- 
sion. And Christ can do this only as we trust him: 
that is, let him do it all for us. Thus grace, not 
works, is the really ‘‘Great Golden Remedy” for the 
blues; and it always cures, when by faith we give 
God a chance. 

Remember, Christ’s power is never determined or 
limited by our physical or nervous condition. Elijah’s 
physical exhaustion was the occasion of his reaction 
and failure, but do not for a moment be deceived into 
thinking that it was the cause. The cause was his 
sinful, deliberate, continued distrust. 

Reactions are never necessary in the spiritual life, 
God does not have them. Christ does not have 
them. If Christ is our Life we need not have them. 
If we must have them, then there is something that 
is more than a match for Christ; but, praise God, 
that is not true. 


Teaching Points 

When you are at the end of your bank account, and bills 
and obligations are coming or already due, is it as easy for 
you to rejoice, to be free from all anxiety and worry, as if 
you had $10,000 in the bank? If it is not, then you are 
trusting money more than you are trusting God, 

When you are stricken down in sickness, is it as easy for 
you to rejoice and be utterly free from anxiety and worry 
as when you are in bounding health? If not, then you are 
trusting your body more than you are trusting God. 

Do we really trust God? When a parent’s children 
seem to be going wrong, perhaps hopelessly wrong, can 
that parent, making supplication with thanksgiving, sing 
for joy because of remembering God and his unfailing care 
for the parent and the children? If not, then the parent 
is not trusting God. Oh, may we see in this lesson a 
searching rebuke to our constant sin of unbelief, and a 
blessed challenge to really trust God as we have never yet 
trusted him, 

Don’t wear the sign of the juniper-tree. Whenever we 
worry, Or are anxious, or are discouraged, we are showing 
God and the world that sign. 

If we let God keep us from the sin of distrust, he can 
keep us from all other known sin. Faith is the secret of 
victory (I John 5 : 43; Eph, 6: 16). 

Food and sleep cannot restore our joy inthe Lord, They 
can bring our body and mind to the point where we can 
use our faculties better and trust. But they never can be 
a substitute for trust. Notice that Elijah’s food and sleep, 
even though ministered to him by God himself through an 
angel, utterly failed to bring Elijah into right relationship 
with God. We was as rebelliously distrustful after they 
had done their work (v. 14) as at the beginning (v. 4). 

Elijah’s failure came from his thinking of things and per- 
sons instead of thinking of God (Griffith ‘Thomas, I, 3). 

Elijah reminded God of his own loyalty (Griffith Thomas, 
I, 5). But think of a rebel reminding the king that he Aad 
been loyal ! 

Elijah’s worst failure was his refusal to take the lesson 
from God, ‘lhe sin of refusing to admit a sin doubles our 
sin. 


~— 










Questions for Study and Discussion 

How do you account for Elijah’s loss of faith ? 

Why does God do miracles for us when we don’t de- 
serve it? ? 

What answer should Elijah have made, in verse 9, if he 
had been truthful ? 

Under what circumstances could a man properly plead 
his needs before God with the words, ‘** They seek my life, 
to take it away’ ? 

Were the seven thousand (v. 18) true worshipers of God ? 
Can one be a secret believer and a true believer at the same 
time ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the classa week ahead. The suggestions 
and questions are for the members’ own preparation. ] 


Defeat through Drunkenness (Temperance Lesson) 
(1 Kings 20 : 1-21). ; 

Will God win- a victory for a man who is in the 
wrong when he is attacked by another man who is in 
the wrong? ‘Think this question over; come to some 
conclusion; then read the story of Benhadad and 
Ahab in the whole of chapter 2o. 

Was Ahab’s first answer to Benhadad (v. 4) one that he 
ought to have made ? 

Why did Ahab balk at Benhadad’s second message (vs. 
5, 6.) 

Find a keen saying of Ahab’s in this lesson. 

Why do men drink liquor? 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Mastering the 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 







Whole Lesson 





ALLING ‘‘a spade a spade” is a proverbial way 
of referring to perfect candor and frankness. 
Ordinary biography often covers or glosses 

over the faults of the subject, but the Bible does not 
hesitate to record the faults and sins of its best men. 


I. The Lesson 


The time, place, circumstances, are all closely and 
intimately connected with the preceding chapter. The 
time was about gog B. C. or perhaps a century later. 

The Frightened Prophet (vs. 1-4).—Amid the 
storm Ahab and Elijah went to Jezreel (18 : 45, 46). 
Jezebel was doubtless expectant and hopeful. Ahab 
soon told her what had happened, but she was too 
invetérate in her idolatry to be impressed, and the 
fact of her own prophets being put to death consti- 
tuted the crowning act of Elijah. So the tigress, 
stung to madness, sent a message that very night to 
the prophet. Her policy necessitated.an immediate 
blow, and yet apparently she dared not kill him. It 
was a eronye! an empty threat, because if she had 
decided to kill him she would not have given him the 
chance to escape. Her ‘‘ gods,” Baal and Ashtoreth, 
were used in her oath against the prophet (20: 10; 
2 Kings 6: 31), but in reality she eebenvered to get 
rid of him instead of putting him to death. (1) 

The result was immediate and startling, for at once 
he ‘‘ went for his life.” The physical and nervous 
exhaustion after his exciting day occasioned the 
reaction, and gave him a sudden fright, so that with- 
out considering his position as God's servant and 
witness he ranaway. Across the hills he sped and 
did not tarry till he had gone out of the territory of 
Ahab, and was in the Southern kingdom. But even 
there he did not feel safe, peeige d because Jehosha- 
phat was in alliance with Ahab; and leaving his ser- 
vant behind in Beersheba, he went on into the wilder- 
ness of Judah, in the outhwest. Wearied ‘and 
exhausted in body and mind he flung himself down 


‘and’ wished to die. No ravens ministered to him 


now, no Brook Cherith was near, no widow of 
Zarephath provided for him, and it almost seemed 
as if there was no God: Hitherto he had journeyed 
at God’s command, but aow there was no word from 
him. The poor prophet wanted to die, but he need 
not have gone so far “or that, since Jezebel would 
have been willing to grant his request. (2) 

It was a sad mistake. We must of course distin- 
guish between depression and wilfulness, between 
error and disobedience. But very often our blun- 
ders are more serious in their effects than our crimes. 
Elijah’s failure was sad, and disastrous in three 
ways: 1. To his own reputation. He never really 
recovered from the blot. 2. To the people. They 
needed him badly just then, after Carmel, for the 
tide had turned, and if he had stayed the whole na- 
tion might have been won for God. 3. ‘To the glory 
of Jehovah. How Jezebel must have laughed with 
scorn at the fear and flight of the hitherto bold 
prophet. 

Disappointment may have contributed to his fail- 
ure. He may have thought that Carmel would settle 
everything and nothing more be necessary to bring 
about an entire revolution of religion. Loneliness 
was also realized. He was sensitive to his solitary 
position, as he regarded it. He felt he was a mere 
man, no better than others before him (v. 4), and in 


‘ his depression he wished to die. Prayer for death is 


always wrong, because it reflects on God’s will for 
the moment, and in Elijah’s case it was wrong be- 
cause due to his dejection and solitude. 

Loneliness is sometimes the penalty of greatness, 
and perhaps God was teaching Elijah that only as he 
was in solitude could the divine will be done. Tenny- 
son speaks of solitude as ‘‘ the mother-country of the 
strong.” But chief of all, forgetfulness of God was 
the cause of Elijah’s trouble. He looked away from 
God to circumstances. ‘* When he saw Zhaz” (v. 3). 
What was ‘‘that,” but really an empty threat? -We 
are often troubled by circumstances, like Peter, who 
saw the waves and forgot his Master (Matt. 14 : 30). 
But circumstances are only things that stand round 
us (ctrcum-stances), and they cannot shut out God, 
who is above and withinus. The Hebrew of Isaiah 
41: 19 is very striking (see margin): ‘‘/ook not around 
thee, for 1 am thy God.” Depression is natural, but 
God’s supernatural power can always deliver us 
from it. The body and the soul are closely con- 
nected, and sins can come into our life even through 
the liver,—but they need never enter. (3) 

The Loving Father (vs. 5-8).—But Elijah was not 
forgotten. He had failed, he had brought discredit 
and perhaps disaster on the cause of God, and if he 
had reaped as he had sown we could not have been 
wholly surprised. But God's thoughts were not as 
ours, and though poor and needy, Jehovah was think- 
ing of his servant (Psalm 4o: 17). With special 


concern he sent an angel, a form of ministration not 
found before. Just as God sent a special message 
to Peter at a special time of need (Mark 16: 7). God 
thus followed him, did not love him any the less, 
knew his frame (Psa. 103: 14), and waited until he 
came to the end of himself. God loves us in dark 
days as well as in bright ones. The first thing Elijah 
needed was rest, ‘‘sleep, balmy sleep, tired nature’s 
sweet restorer,” and so he lay under a broom shrub 
found in that neighborhood (Job 30: 4; Psa. 120: 4). 
Then God dealt with him by means of angel-ministry 
(Gen. chaps, 18, 19, 28, and 32; Judg. 6 and 13). The 
food was to strengthen and restore the exhausted 
body, repairing the waste and preparing for further 
effort. It is wonderful how closely connected are 
body, mind, and soul, and we do well to remember 
the injunction to ‘‘ glorify God in our body” (1 Cor. 
6 : 20), because the body is the instrument of the soul 
(Rom. 12:1). (4) 

Further rest and refreshment were then provided 
(v. 7), and the remainder of the journey was accom- 
plished. The whole distance was about two hundred 
miles, and would usually take about six or seven 
days. Horeb was the general name given to the 
mountains which include Sinai (Exod. 3:1; 4: 27; 
24 : 12-16), and the coming of Elijab to the neighbor- 
hood where the law had been given to Moses could 
not help being significant. ‘The time, too, is another 
link of connection (Exod. 34: 28). Horeb is doubt- 
less called ‘tthe mount of God” because of the earlier 
divine manifestations there. All this tender care and 
forethought by God for his servant shows how in wis- 
dom the divine love was taking careof him. Notthat 
there had been any condoning of the fault, but only 
a proper way of dealing with the overstrain. 

The Holy God (vs. 9-18).—But at length it was 
necessary to teach the prophet the solemn lessons. 
He was himself again. Probably it was not God’s 
original will for him to go so far as Horeb, but 
whether or not, the place was singularly appropriate 
for the lessons. In that indescribable solitude, the 
divine word somehow came to him asking what he 
was doing there. Mark the emphasis on “* here,” 
away from the post of duty. Even then he had not 
realized his error and sin, for he parried the blow, 
referred to his own loyalty, and even more than this, 
he reproached God for leaving him alone, though in 
this last statement he went beyond the truth. Per- 
haps even then, if he had acknowledged his error, he 
would have been forgiven and his mistake overruled, 
but the spirit in which he met God’s inquiry showed 
that he still needed to be taught and disciplined. (5) 

Then came another command. He was to go out 
of his cave and stand onthe mountain. It was neces- 
sary for him to see things from God’s standpoint. 
Then came the symbolical message. First, a strong 
wind, carrying destruction. ‘Then came an earth- 
quake, and after that a fire (Exod. 33: 18-23; 34: 5, 
6). Butin none of these momentous and powerful 
media could God be recognized. Last of all, came a 
‘* still small voice,” a whisper only, and at length the 
aoa ye realized the presence of God and was awed 

y it (Exod. 3: 6; Isa. 6:2). Once again came the 
questiun (v. 13) and again came the persistent, self- 
willed reply. What did it all mean? Just this: 
Elijah had thought God could only be manifested in 
great and startling events like Carmel (18), and it 
was therefore necessary to remind him of other and 
even more powerful ways (albeit quiet) of making 
Jehovah known. These mighty manifestations were 
not the only symbols and methods of God’s presence. 
He had other ways of. working (Zech. 4: 6). There 
were seven thousand faithful ones (Psa. 2: 12), of 
whom Elijah knew nothing (v. 18), so that he was 
not left alone (v. 14). God’s power was not to be 
measured by outward show or great noise, not by 
violent denunciation only nor by energy and effort, 
but also and chiefly by the quiet influences of con- 
science and the testimony of truth. Dewin nature is 
quiet and yet is one of the mightiest forces. An old 
clergyman once said: ‘‘ When I was a young man I 
thought it was the thunder that did it, but now I 
know it is the lightning that pays.” (6) 

And then Elijah was told to go back, because he 
had been wrong in leaving his post. He was to re- 
turn to the very place of his former life. The refer- 
ence to Damascus may have been to the desert near 
Bashan as a hiding-place, but more probably it was 
intended to refer to his old place of service. When 
there he was to do three things commanded by God. 
He was to anoint Hazael to be king in Syria (2 Kings 
8: 7-15), as a scourge to Israel for forsaking God's 
covenant (v. 10); to anoint Jehu to be king of Israel 


(2 Kings 9: 2), through whom Ahab and his house 


would be punished; and, most important of all, to 
anoint Elisha, the quiet, gentle worket, to be prophet 


in his own place. How those words, ‘‘in thy room” 
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(v. 17), would strike home. He was to be succeeded 
and practically superseded by one who, though quiet, 
would do a far more real work for God, one that would 
outlast his day. And then he returned, chastened 
and obedient, and though he lived several years and 
was used of God again, perhaps he was never quite 
the same again. Elisha was soon to be ‘in his 
room.’’ God was merciful to him as his chz/7d, but 
did not wholly reinstate him as his servant. We 
may not forfeit heaven by errors, but we may forfeit 
usefulness. The first work he did was the call of 
Elisha.from his home in the Jordan Valley. Elisha 
recognized that something special was being done, 
and the feast and action (v. 21) were clearly indica- 
tive of farewell, and proof that his former life was at 
an end (Luke g: 61), 


II. Central Truths 


‘Be still, and know that I am God.” If he had 
heeded, how different everything would have been. 

1. God's servants often injure God's cause, Elijah 
failed just where he might have been expected to 
stand, He was a man of courage and yet he lost it. 
Abraham was a man of faith and yet he fell there. 
Moses was meek and yet lost his self-control. We 
are tempted to say, ‘‘I shall never do //aZ,”’and then 
we may sin just there. The castle of Dumbarton 
was thought to be impregnable on one side, and it 
was taken just at that point, because not defended. 
Baal remained in the ascendant, Jezebel must have 
rejoiced. Ahab continued under his wife’s spell and 
the people did not transfer their allegiance to Jeho- 
vah, hey probably thought that religion as repre- 
sented by a nervous, frightened man could not be 
worth much. 

2. God's cause is infinitely greater than God's 
servants, From the human side, Elijah’s action was 
disastrous, but God overruled it and took care of his 
own cause. Jezebel’s plots, Elijah’s errors, Ahab’s 
weakness were made to subserve his purpose, and in 
his own time and way Elisha, Hazael, and Jehu 
were raised up to be divine instruments. Nomancan 
excuse himself from loyalty to God by alleging the 
faults of God’s people. -We are toturn eyes from 
man to God and follow Christ, not Christians. A 
colored man is said to have made a happy mistake in 
reading a well-known hymn: ‘Judge not the Lord 
by feeble sazzfs.” This is what people often do, but 
we must consider Christ, and he never fails. 

3. God's grace is sufficient to fap tency the errors 
of his servants and to overrule them if they are 
made, We are never safe apart from God, but 
always safe in faithfulness to him. If we slip and 
fall, ‘‘there is forgiveness” (Psa. 130: 4) if only we 
confess our sins (1 John 1:9). Then if we abide in 
him, yielding to his Spirit, following his word, we 
shall be prevented from falling, and we can pray with 
confidence, ‘‘ Hold thou me up, and I shall be safe” 
(Psa. 119 : 117). 

And so Elijah had to learn what we, too, must ever 
heed : (1) Distrust of self ; (3) Dependence on God; 
(3) Duty toward God and man. ‘Be still and 
know.” ‘*Steadfast, unmovable” (1 Cor. 15: 58). 


Ii. A Lesson Outline 
1. The Frightened Prophet (Jonah 1 : 1-10). 
3. The Loving Father (Psa, 43). 
3. The Holy God (Ezek, 2 : 1-7), 
Wyc LiFFE COLLEGE, TORONTO. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


**A Good Bluffer.°—Ahadb told Jezebel all that 
Elijah had done. ... Jezebel sent a messenger 
(vs. 1, 2). It must have seemed lonesome in the pal- 
ace dining-room that night. The empty divans 
would be eloquent. Jezebel did not do any face- 
hiding you will notice. Wish she had been on our 
side. Would not have taken her long to swing 
Israel back to God. She knew exactly what to do, 
and did it quickly. Which is a winning brace of vir- 
tues for all kinds of success. With her priests all 
dead, and her people all shaken, her clear head and 
quick decision turned defeat into victory. She did 
not dare harm Elijah, or she would never have warned 
him (Job 1 : 10; Psa. 97 : 10). When our old Midway 
gang was sure we could lick a Skeep Leveler we 
never sent him any word. Our best ‘‘man,” Park 
Brandt, would ‘‘lay fer him” and ‘‘ put it on him.” 
We were not sure about the husky fellows up at 
Rock Run (where the leader of that Midway gang is 
now running the Sunday-school), so we sent them 
word what we would do the next time ‘‘ we caught 
’em in Midway.”. Nowadays Jezebel would be called 
‘a good bluffer.” This is what all wickedness is 
anyway. I have just heard the presiding elder give 
a little talk on ‘Nothing wrong can be strong.” 
Every time. Right lifts his face out of his knees and 

oes for Wrong, people are surprised how easily 

yrong is beaten. Satan is a good ‘‘bluffer.” (3) 


The Break:— Went for his life (v. 3). Poor Eli- 
jah! he was so much like the rest of us. The glory 
of the story is that God never throws a machine to the 
scrap pile or ‘‘ bone yard” just because it happens to 
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strip a gear on a hard road. Elijah missed his con- 
nection, but God loved him just the same and honored 
him above all other men (2 Kings 2:1). Elijah had 
thought such a stupendous miracle would cause an 
instantaneous nationalconversion, Itdidnot. Mira- 
cles never have and never will. ‘They are too easily 
explained away. Mark Twain in poking fun at those 
who try to explain away the supernatural says that 
Elijah’s water was coal oil which he touched off with 
a brimstone match! The still small voice and not 
the fire from heaven is what transforms men and 
nations (Luke 16: 30, 31). (2) 


Reinforcements.—An angel touched him (vy. 5). 
What do you think of that ! Sometimes I think it is 
worth the chagrin of failure just to get the angel 
touch. Maybe I ought not to put it that way. But 
it was not until a fellow stubbed his toe and fell 
down and hurt himself that mother had time to put 
aside her darning and mending and household affairs 
and coddle a little shaver up and give him the angel 
touch. It is when a man has striven and failed and 
is beaten and comes and says, *‘ Polly, all is lost,” 
and drops his head on the pillow in despair, that he 
feels a pair of soft, warm arms around his neck, and 
hears the brave, sweet words, ‘‘ Why, Jack, dear, 
you've still got me!” Yes, it is pretty near worth 
bustin’ up just to get that angel touch. And then go 
oat again to another fight and this time win, as many 
a fellow has done. Elijah’s failure was most disas- 
trous. It discredited God, for whom he stood. The 
seven thousand had to stay in hiding. It snapped 
the brake that was holding Israel back from ruin. 
But bad breaks do not discourage the angels. They 
are used to them. ‘They are always on hand to 
touch and bind up those who get hurt in this battle 
with sin we call life. With a God of this sort a man’s 
love should have no question. He loveth to the end 
(Heb. 1: 14; Psa. gt: 11). 


Our Helpers.—7%e angel of Jehovah came again 
the second time (v. 7). Asthe readers of the Corner 
have discovered I am a great believer in angels and 
their blessed ministry to man. I do not see how a 
child of God can pass his days in the midst of an 
angel camp and not be brushed up against by them 
all the time. Suppose you were out in the woods all 
day with Queen Mab and her fairies! (Psa, 34: 7.) 
The other day when Jim Borden's ‘t old: Nicodemus 
got. up,” and he was about .to say the hard thing, it 
was an angel that held his lips until he ‘cooled 
down.” When Harry Sharp took what did not belong 
to him it was an angel that whispered, ‘* ‘l'ake it back, 
Harry.”". When Billy Wood told the lie it was an 
angel that got him to own up. . When death and sor- 
row came into Frank Little’s life with such crushing 
weight it was an angel that came and sat beside him 
and touched him. Yes, I am still singing the old 
Sunday-school song of my boyhood, **I want to bean 
angel,” even though I am told I cannot because I am 
of the royal family (1 John 3: 2). 


How to Go.—He went in the strength of that food 
forty days and forty nights (v. 8). ‘This was Elijah’s 
journey and not God’s. Yet God provisions him for 
it. God's love anticipates the coming need. When 
many another has taken a long, hard run away from 
the place God wanted him, yet the heavenly love 
still followed (Jonah 2:2). Going forty days and 
forty nights is ‘‘ going some." Thisis what happens 
when the commissary department is in the hands of 
heaven. All heaven-fed men are good goers. Look 
around among the business men you know. Nearly 
all belong to church who are on the lead. To get 
there eat the heavenly meal and Go (John 4: 32). 
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The Illustration Round-Table 


LL readers are invited to assist in the conduct of this de- 
partment. One dollar is offered for every anecdotal 
lesson illustration used, and two dollars for the best 

illustration each week. Manuscripts are to reach the Times 
three months in advance of the lesson date. A circular ex- 
plaining the acceptance of material, and the year's lesson 
calendar, will be sent for a two-cent stamp. 


When Chaos Threatens.— Ze sti//, and know that I 
am God (Golden Text). When Lincoln had been as- 
sassinated, and word of the tragedy came to New 
York, ‘‘the people were in a state of mind which urges 
violence.’””’ A man appeared on the balcony of one of 
the newspaper offices waving a small flag, and a 
clear voice rang through the air: ‘* Fellow citizens, 
clouds and darkness are round about Him. His pa- 
vilion is dark waters, and thick clouds of the skies. 
Tustice and judgment are the habitation of his throne. 

ellow citizens, God reigns!” It was the voice. of 
General Garfield. That voice proclaimed the divine 
sovereignty, even when the heavens were black with 
the menace of destruction. Lincoln had been assas- 
sinated, but God lived! Human confusion does not 
annihilate his throne. Godliveth! ‘‘ The firm foun- 
dation standeth sure."— From /. H. Jowett, D.D., in 
The Christian Herald. Sent by Nellie Bushnell 
West, Hartford, Conn. 


Building.— What doest thou here, Elijah? (v. 9). 
Rosalia’s sunny face was clouded for once. .‘* There's 
no use expecting me to be anything; Aunt Molly,” 
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she declared dismally. ‘I can’t go to school more 
tlian half the time since mother isn’t well, and I’m 
not bright and smart, like the other girls, ‘They can 
all paint or embroider or play the piano, but I've never 
had a chance to learn anything but to keep house.” 
‘* But you do that beautifully, dear,” comforted Aunt 
Molly. ‘*You are making a happy home for father 
and mother and the boys. You make me think of a 
story I read yesterday. A passer-by said to a work- 
man: ‘ You are building a good wall there. Some of 
your materials look rather poor, too,’ glancing at a 
pile of rough stones. ‘I don’t pick my material,’ 
the man answered, simply. ‘ What I’m here for is to 
build as good a wall asI can with the stuff that’s 
brought tome.’ ‘That is what you are doing, Rosalia; 
and I am sure the Master who brings you the material 
is pleased with your building.” The sunshine was 
back in Rosalia’s face. ‘Thank you, auntie,” she 
said, happily. ‘‘ Now I'll go to the kitchen and build 
my dinner for the boys."—/rom the Evangelical. 
Sent by N. A. Barr, Lremont, Pa. 


Sculpture that Lasts.— 7/e children of Israel 
have... slain thy prophets... and they seek my 
life, to take it away (vy. 10), Dr. Dixon has been 
telling his people that during his visit to Christiania, 
on entering some exhibition grounds, he saw a beau- 
tiful statue simply radiant with all the colors of the 
rainbow. He thought it was of variegated marble, 
but as he approached he found it was made of—soap- 
suds, Some soap manufacturer had so constructed 
it that he had a real statue made out of soap bubbles, 
and in the distance it looked solid. After an hour or 
two Dr. Dixon came back, and the soap bubbles had 
slobbered down, and it really was a most unsightly 
object. Many of us are just like that. If Wwe had 
no sorrow our character might be like the soapsuds; 
it might have a passing beauty. But it takes pres- 
sure, it takes heat, it takes the furnace to make real 
character out of the material God has in his head.— 
From Sunday at Home. Sent by Mrs. M. Waits, 
Herne Hill, London, Eng. 


When We’re “All In.”—And J, even I only, am 
left; and they seek my life, to take it away (v. 10). 
Elijah’s faith was quite gone, for the time at least, 
and, like us when the future holds out no hope, he 
soon grew despondent and tired of life. A former 
pastor of mine used to give one of the best definitions 
of faith that Iknow. Heused tosay, ‘ Faith is trust- 
ing God’s reason where my reason cannot reach,”— 
Sent by Chester M. Downing, Providence, R. J. 


** Not Another One.”’—Z, even J only (v. 14). Some 
one tells of a young woman who, with her husband 
moved into a pioneer community. ‘Poor, poor 
Adeline,” wrote the other sister to the mother at 
home. ‘*She was always so active in Christian work, 
and I venture to say she has gone where there isn’t 
another Christian in the place. She won't know what 
to do with herself.” Soon there came a letter from 
Adeline herself, saying: ‘‘ Mother, can you believe it? 
We are the only Christians in the place, Frank and I. 
Think of our opportunity!”"—From Record of Chris- 
tian iVork, Sent by Elizabeth B. Stansfield, Pasa- 
dena, Cal. The prize for this week is awarded to 
this illustration. (1) 


The Weakling’s Victory.— And /ehovah said unto 
him, Go, return on thy way (v. 15). 


‘* Coward and wayward and weak, 
( change with the changing sky, 
‘To-day so eager and brave, 
‘To-morrow not willing to try ; 
But He never gives in, 
So We ‘Iwo shall win— 
Jesus and I,” : 
—Quoted in the Rochester Times. Sent by W. /. 
Hart, D.D., Dolgeville, N. Y. 
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Oriental Lesson-Lights 
By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister to the Anglo-American 
Congregation in Beyrout, Syria 


AT down under a juniper-tree (v. 4). In the 
wilderness of Judah Elijah might have found 
shelter from the sun in the shade of the rocks, 

but there the sudden startling of a flock of goats 
might have drawn the attention of the keeper to his 
presence, and so his pursuers might have heard of 
his hiding-place. Under the impression that he was 
the only survivor of those who believed in God he 
went into the sandy desert around Beersheba where 
no living thing would meet his gaze except where at 
intervals a broom-bush sent its long roots down into 
the cool moisture of the earth, and so managed 
to live. ‘The rotem (Arab, ratam) resembles the 
broom bush, except that its flowers are lilac and 
white and the small pod, one-half inch in length, has 
only one seed, hence called monospermum. 

A cake baken on the coals (v.6). This is still a 


common way of baking bread among the tent-dwel- 
lers and Syrian muleteers on a journey. A hollow is 
scooped out in the ground and covered with pebbles or 

small pieces of rock, anda fire of thorns is kept burn- 
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ing upon them until the stones are hot. Theashes and 
twigs are then brushed off, and the small flat loaves 
are laid upon the stones and fired on both sides, A 
few charred straws and chips of-stone are often found 
adhering to the loaves. . Such bread has the fresh 
relish of the grain in it, and it is rather a point in its 
favor with hungry travelers that on account of its 
doughy condition a due to the rapid firing, it 
takes a long time to digest. (1) 

He wrapped his face in his mantle (v.13). At the 
close of the synagogue service, when the cohen, or 
a bacag repeats the Mosaic benediction, ‘‘ The Lord 

less thee and keep thee,” etc., he covers his face 
with the Za//ith, or prayer-cloth, lest the shining that 
was on the face of me: should ‘appear on the face 
of the man taking the law-giver’s place, and so appall 
the onlookers. 


ALEXANDRIA, EGypt. 
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Visiting the Lesson Scenes 


UR map shows Mt. Horeb (Sinai) about three 
hundred miles southwest of Carmel. ‘The spot 
on the mountain which we are to see is reached 

only by hard climbing. Part of the way there are 
some ancient stone steps; part of the way there is 
merely a rough trail. Then one comes to this spot,— 
a resting-place where bare cliffs rise like a wall above 
a bit of nearly level ground. A single cypress tree 
grows here, tall and slender, with a mass of dark 
leafage, and travelers call the place ‘ the plain of the 
cvpress."’ We find directly before us a large spring 
with tufts of stiff, coarse grass growing on its bor- 
ders; no doubt the solitary cypress has roots reaching 
down to some unseen water-course connected with 
this spring. Beyond the lonely tree stands a low hut 
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of stone. A bearded brother from a Greek monastery 
at the mountain’s base and a turbaned Bedouin are 
here with us beside the spring. The sunshine beats 
down, bright and hot, on cliffs and ground and pool. 

Traditions of very ancient date say that it was on 
this height Elijah waited and listened for a message 
from God. ‘Tornadoes, earthquakes, and thunder- 
storms have many a time made this a place of sub- 
lime terror instead of a place of peace. Elijah knew 
both aspects,—the fury of the elements, correspond- 
ing to his own black despair, and the after-silence 
when the Lord’s voice was heard. 

Use a stereograph entitled, ‘‘ Chapel of Elijah and 
spring on the plain of the cypress; Mt. Sinai.” 


The Underwood Travel System is, under this heading, ap- 
plied as usual to the lesson of the week. ‘The use of the 
stereographs will be found a most practical help in making 
the lesson places real. Forty-five places will be visited during 
1915. ‘lhe forty-five stereographs cost $7.50, and, if all are 
ordered at one time, a cloth-bound, gold-lettered case will be 
given free. Twelve places will be described with the lessons 
of the third quarter; cost $2.00. ‘Ihe three for September 
alone cost 50 cents. Less than three in one order are 20 cents 
each. Stereoscopes, 90 cents each. Lantern slides of the 
same scenes can also be supplied. Plain slides, 50 cents each ; 
sepia-tinted, 55 cents; colored, $1.10. In orders for twenty- - 
five or more prices are: plain slides, 40 cents each; sepia- 
tinted, 45 cents; colored, $1. Postage or express is prepaid 
on orders for either stereographs or stereoscopes. Address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 103t Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—O God, we do thank thee 
for the ways in which thou dost speak to us! The sunlight 
tells of thee ; the wind brings thy message; the stars signal 
to earth-dwellers the story of thy governing will through the 
unnumbered leagues of the dark ; and even when we are sad 
and perhaps discouraged thou dost speak to us in the look of 
a friend, the laughter of a child, the touch of a friendly hand 
on the shoulder. Lord, may we be expectantly listening and 
watching for thy word, and if we are heavy-hearted may we 
remember that thy joy, thy strength, are at ourdisposal. In 
Jesus name. Amen. 

After the Lesson.—Have you a juniper-tree any- 
where near your house? You haven’t? Well, some 
of us seem to think that a maple or an elm, or an 
oak or pine, will do just as well,—or we can get into 
Elijah’s frame of mind without any tree at all. He 
was all in. That struggle on Carmel was terrific, and 
then the storm, and the run through the gale ahead of 
Ahab’s speeding chariot! What else now came to 
burden the prophet? Yes, and did he wait to see 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 12 (1 Kings 19) 


the threat carried out? No, back into the 
wilderness he ran, and just wanted to die. 
The whole thing seemed too much to bear. 

It is at just such a time as this that God 
reaches out to us so lovingly and gently that 
we can hardly realize his presence at first. 
But when we do, how different everything 
seems! We are ashamed of our depression, 
ashamed of our fear, and we find ourselves 
sent back to our work with God’s hand 
guiding. How good he is! How weak and 
foolish we are ! 
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Why not quietly trust him? Let us have 
no juniper-tree time of weakness, but wait 
upon him! 


PHILADELPHIA. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


‘* Cast thy burden on the Lord."’ 
** Come, ve disconsolate, where’ er ye languish." 
* He will not let me fall."’ 
‘* Just when I need Him most.” 
‘| heard the voice of Jesus say."’ 
‘* In heavenly love abiding." 
‘* The Lord's my Shepherd, I'll not want." 
‘* What a Friend we have in Jesus."’ 
(References in parentheses are to the metrical 
Psalm book *‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
Psalm 46 : 1-11 (96: I-4). 
Psalm 27 * 1-14°(55 : 1-4). 
Psalm 37 : 1-24 (76 : 1-5). 
Psalm 70 : 1-5 (141 * I-4). 
Psalm 73 : 1-28 (151 . 1-4). 





| Department Helps 








For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


EFORE THE Lgsson.—When school 
closed last June Billy said he was tired 
to death. His visit to the country 

during vacation has rested him so that he 
feels like work again, and is glad that school 
has begun. I think some of you are starting 
to school for the first time this term. 

Lesson Teaching.—God is near to help 
his tired children. 

Review and Intervening Events.—Good 
Elijah became so tired and discouraged that 
he wanted to die. He had worked so hard 
that day when he challenged the prophets of 
Baal to prove which was the true God. It 
was not easy to stand alone against King 
Ahab and four hundred and fifty prophets. 
God heard Elijah’s prayer, and answered by 
fire on the altar, (Recall the story.) No 
wonder the people shouted, Jehovah, he is 
God! 

Elijah had promised that the rain would 
come, so he climbed to the top of Mt. Car- 
mel and prayed earnestly, while his servant 
watched far the rain-cloud. At last it ap- 
peared, as small as a man’s hand, but it 
spread quickly until the skies were black 
with clouds and wind, and there was a great 
rain. While King Ahab rode swiftly in his 
chariot Elijah tightened his belt and ran be- 
fore Ahab’s chariot all the way to Jezreel, 
After all these things it was no wonder that 
Elijah felt dreadfully tired. 

This Week's Lesson Story.—But his trou- 
bles were not over. King Ahab told his 
wife, Queen Jezebel, all that had happened. 
When she heard that Elijah’s God had 
proved stronger than her idol, Baal, she was 
angry and threatened to kill Elijah. He 
heard about it, and, although he was so very 
tired, he started again to save his life, and 
went many miles. At last he sat down 
under a broom-tree and wished he were dead. 
He even prayed, O Jehovah, take away my 
lite. He must have forgotten how God 
cared for him by the brook and at the 
widow’s home. 

God knew that Elijah was tired and dis- 
couraged. While he slept under the broom- 
tree God sent his ange] with food and water. 
Elijah took some and went right to sleep 
again. When he awoke he ate more food, 
and started on a long journey to Horeb, the 
mount of God. 

Elijah found a cave in which to live. 
Some wonderful things happened while he 
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was there. One day Elijah heard a voice : 
What doest thou here, Elijah? He an- 
swered (v. 10). The voice said, Go forth 
and stand upon the mount before Jehovah. 
Elijah wrapped his mantle around him and 
watched. There was a wonderful storm of 
wind, an earthquake, and fire. (The cumu- 
lative repetition of the Bible language is 
wonderfully impressive, and should be given 
without change.) When the storm had 
passed, Elijah heard in the still small voice 
what God wanted him to do. He was better 
rested now, and strong enough to go back 
to his work. 

God knew that Elijah had been lonesome 
and needed a friend. He said, Go back 
and anoint two new kings forme. As you 
go you will find a friend who will become a 
prophet like you. He will travel with you, 
Never again must you be so discouraged 
that you think you are the only one who 
worships the true God, ‘There are seven 
thousand who have never bowed the knee to 
the idol Baal. 

After the Story.—Do you remember about 
the boy who heard God’s voice calling him 
in the quiet stillness of the night? Just as 
it is easier to hear the telephone when it is 
quiet, so it seems easier to hear God’s voice 
in the stillness among the trees, or under the 
stars, or in the quiet place of prayer. That 
is what we mean when we say, The Lord is 
in his holy temple; let all the earth keep 
silence before him, It is a beautiful verse 
which says, Be still and know that I am God. 





** God is always near me ; 
Though so young and small 
Not a look or word or thought 
But God knows it all.’ 


(Carols, Leyda Publishing Co., Chicago, 25 cents.) 
Hand-work.—Draw something to help you 


think of a place where God spoke to Elijah | 
(the broom-tree, mountain, or cave). 


CHICAGO, 
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My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. Luella Denison Baldwin 


O YOU remember how you felt the day 
after school closed last spring? The 
examination had been hard. You had 

studied early and late. At the closing exer- 
cises you had been one of the speakers. You 
were the only one who ‘‘forgot.’? Oh, how 
humiliating! But worse still, you failed in 
two subjects, so you were not promoted, 





What a miserable failure you were! You | 
wished you were bright, like other girls, 
Mother wanted you to learn to cook and sew 
this vacation, You just hated these. You 
wanted to take music, but father hadn’t the 
money. (1) 

Let any one think of how little chance she | 
has,—no talents, no money, no friends,—as 
compared with other people, and she instantly 
develops blues. One can hold a penny so 
close to the eye as to completely shut out 
the glaring brightness of the sun, Self can 
get in our way and shut out God and all the 
good things which he has given us, and also 
the good things for which he would have us 
strive. (2) 

After the miraculous evidence of God’s 
power and presence that had been given to 
Elijah, one can scarcely believe that on the 
sollowing day Elijah was so discouraged | 
that he wished to die. How had God | 
answered prayer for Elijah on Mt. Carmel ? | 
What became of the false prophets? What | 
threat did the wicked queen Jezebel make? | 
(19: 2.) Was Elijah justified in fearing her | 
wrath ? (18 : 3.) (3) 

Are we not like Elijah? God gives us | 
some marvelous manifestation of himself in | 
answer toprayer. Weare certain that hence- 
forth under all circumstances we will trust | 
him. But just the moment a new difficulty 
meets us we are dismayed and act as if it 
were too much for God. Why did Elijah 
flee from danger? Should Elijah have re- 
mained at Jezreel? Would it have been 
presuming to expect God to protect him 
there? What. request did Elijah make of 
God? (v. 4.) Should we want to die be- 
fore God calls us ? 

Iiow wondrously tender God was to him, 
God loved him as he lay there under the tree 
disheartened and blue, just as he did when 
on Mt. Carmel praying. God did not 
reprimand him. He refreshed him physically 
with sleep and food before disclosing his 
folly. God sent his angel. How reassuring 
to realize that his angels are ever guarding 
and ministering to us! (Psa. QI . 11, 12; 
Heb. 1 : 14.) | 





Do we not very often hear God asking us 
the same question he asked Elijah? We are 
not where God would.have us, and he whis- 
pers, ** What doest thou here ?”’ 

We answer God very often by doing just 
what Elijah did, making excuses. It’s hard 
to own up and admit we are wrong. Elijah 
begins to tell God how badly all the other 
people were acting. He wa&s the only one 
who was loyal and true. Beware when every- 
body else is wrong and you are the only one 
right. Satan is at work. It’s most indis- 
creet for one to talk of her own virtues. 
Some one has said, ‘* The moment one be- 
gins to pick flaws with others there is occa- 
sion for fault to be found with her,’’ No- 
tice the number of ‘*P’s’’ in Elijah’s reply 
to God, Elijah was directing his thought 
inward to sel/, and not upward to God. 

How did God speak to Elijah? We 
may want and be looking for God to speak 
to us in some loud, bold way. He will prob- 
ably speak to us as he spoke to Elijah, in the 
still small voice, 


‘** When the storm is raging and the heart is sad, 
Listen for the whispers of Jesus ; 

Surely you will hear him, and he'll make you 
glad, 

Listen for the whispers of Jesus."’ 

Little wonder that the girl without Christ is 
often blue. She is trying through her own 
efforts to make life a success. She is doomed 
to failure. But the girl with Christ has Je- 
hovah the Almighty. Can he fail? 

‘* Cheer up, my friend, for it is true 

Dark clouds have silver linings. 
The sun will soon come peeping through 
‘Yo laugh at our repinings."’ 
Next Week's Lesson 

Ask each girl to bring a clipping from cur- 
rent reading, of murder, accidents, etc., due 
to drink ; and of recent temperance victory. 

Make three comparisons of Benhadad and 
intemperance. 

Suggest three ways in which girls can wield 
their influence against intemperance. 

Let each girl tell the story of some drunk- 
ard transformed by Christ. 

PHILADELPHIA. 


“ 
Pucker’s “ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 
66 HO was Ahab’s wife ?’’ asked Mr. 


Mason, 
‘*Mrs, Ahab,” sung out Bull- 


| dog, trying to be smart. 


*¢ Excuse me, I meant what was her name 


| before she was married,’’ said Mr. Mason, 


as polite as if he was begging Bulldog’s par- 
don, and that took the wind all out of the 
funny business, 

We told him her name was Jezebel, and 
he explained that in those days married 
women still went by their maiden names, 

He asked if Jezebel was at the praying 
match on Mt. Carmel, and Bumps said he 
guessed not, for it says Ahab had to tell. her 
that Elijah had killed all her priests (19: 1). 

Then came the first home study question, 
about Jezebel’s threat against Elijah. Bull- 
dog had that. He told how Jezebel sent 
word to Elijah that inside of twenty-four 
hours she would fix him like he fixed her 
priests, ‘so help her, Baal’ (v. 2). But 
Bulldog doesn’t think she meant to hurt 
Elijah, only to scare him away, ‘‘A bark- 
ing dog don’t ever bite,’’ he says, and if a 
fellow really means to get you he doesn’t 
send you any word about it, He just lays 
for you. (1) 

Teacher thinks that way, too, and says if 
we are doing right we don’t ever need to run 
because somebody threatens us, 

Fatty showed on a wall-map where Elijah 
skipped out to, nearly three hundred miles 
south of Carmel, way out in the desert. 

‘*Why was Horeb called the Mount of 
God ?”’ was Carl’s. He explained that this 
was where God spoke to Moses from the 
burning bush (Exod. 3), and where God 
gave Moses the I'en Commandments. 

We passed the stereoscope around with 
the lesson picture in it and each took a good 
look.1 The picture was taken away up on 
Mt. Horeb at a spring where probably Elijah 
stayed while he was so discouraged. 

‘Teacher called on ‘me to tell what had be- 
come of all the other true prophets. I ex- 
plained how a lot of them had been killed 
and Elijah thought they were all dead: but 
him (v. 10), but they were not. Obadiah, 

1 See *‘ Visiting the Lessom Scenes,” page 500 in 
this issue. 
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one of Ahab’s officers, had taken care of a 
hundred of them in a cave (18: 13), and 
altogether there were seven thousand believ- 
ers hid around waiting for a chance to do 
something (19 : 18). 

Mr. Mason says it is always that way. We 
get in some crowds where we think there 
isn’t another Christian around, but if we 
show our colors some other fellow will show 
his, and we'll find we are not alone. (2) 

He told how going home late one night 
the street-car conductor saw his class-pin 
and told him he belonged to a men’s class 
too. Teacher says we ought to wear our 
pins all the time, and I’m going to. (3) 

Then we came to that question about the 
three signs of God’s power. Fred Keller, the 
minister’s boy, had that, He said God sent 
an awful storm, such as they often have in 
those mountains, to show Elijah he needn’t 
be afraid of Jezebel; God had all the big 
guns of nature in his fort to protect -his 
prophets; cyclone, earthquake, and light- 
ning. Then in the calm after the storm 
God’s voice sounded so quiet in Elijah’s 
heart, as if to say, after ali it isn’t the big 
noise nor the big show on Carmel that you 
are to trust in for moral reform, but the quiet 
inward influences of the Holy Spirit. (4) 

Teacher declared that was a fine answer, 
and Fred said his father helped him get it 
up. Mr. Mason showed us a flower in a pot 
that he brought from home. He said dyna- 
mite could blow up a mountain, but it 
couldn’t make a single flower, while the 
silent little seeds can beautify all the earth, 
He believes wet and dry campaigns are 
necessary thunder-storms to purify our cities, 





but that what counts most is God’s Spirit 
teaching people through the church and 
| Sunday-school what is right. 

| He says Billy Sunday is a kind of Elijah 
| when he turns his thunder loose, but it’s not 
| the thunder that does the work, it’s the Holy 
Spirit bringing the truth home to men’s 
hearts in a still small voice, and that’s the 
main thing in every revival and prohibition 
campaign. (5) 

Bert had the last question : ‘In what four 
ways did God encourage Elijah?’’ He said 
first God fed and rested him (19 : 5-7), then 
he talked to him, gavé him some work to do, 
and told him about the seven thousand other 
Christians that were left, 

‘Teacher said that is a remedy to keep us 
all from discouragement, and he had Bert 
copy it on the board like he had it on a piece 
of paper : 





PREVENTIVE OF DISCOURAGEMENT 
K. Keep well and strong 
Listen to God's messages 
Enlist in definite service 
Work in union with others 
Sig—Daily doses as needed. 











Home questions for next time are: 


Who was Benhadad ? 

What demands had Benhadad made on 
Ahab? 

How large an army did Benhadad have ? 

How many men did Ahab muster? 

On whom did Ahab chiefly rely? 

Where did this battle take place ? 

What really conquered Benhadad ? 


An Outline of Pucker’s Lesson 
Lesson Truths. , 
Threats don't kill. 
Show your colors. 
Spiritual power accomplishes most. 
The cure for discouragement. 


Beginning. 
Who was Ahab's wife ? 
Was She at the Carmel contest? 


Elijah Discouraged. 
What threat did Jezebel make? 
Did she really mean it? 
Where did Elijah flee to? (Map.) 
Why was Horeb called the Mount of God? 
(Picture. ) 
What had become of the other true prophets? 


Elijah Encouraged. 


What three signs of power did God show 
Elijah ? ; 

What was the still, small voice to teach? (A 
potted plant. ) 

What is the most important thing in revival 
and reform work ? 

In what four ways did God encourage Elijah? 

How may we keep from discouragement? 
(Blackboard. ) 
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“AS COOL AS A CUCUMBER!” 


Why are S§ome People Cool and Com- 
fortable in the Hot Days while 
others Swelter and Suffer ? 


‘The person who is cool and comfort- 
able on sultry days, who takes every- 
thing calmly and puts a deal of vigor 
and energy into everything, is the envy 
of those misguided persons who ‘‘ souse” 
their poor stomachs with ice-cold drinks 
and sit in draughts from electric fans. 
Their tranquillity and composure are 
exasperating to perspiring and puffing 
humanity. 

Keeping cool in summer is largely a 
question of food selection. Happy is 
the person who knows enough to-eat 
lightly of meats and starchy vegetables. 
Meat and eggs clog the liver and impose 
a heavy tax on the digestion, while tie 
starchy foods, such as potatoes, beets 
and carrots, are heat-making and fat- 
making. They are not needed in the 
hot, sultry days. 

The best foods for the summer days 
are well cooked cereals and fresh fruits. 
‘Two shredded wheat biscuits, with fresh 
fruits and milk or cream make a com- 
plete, easily digested meal, supplying 
more real nutriment than either meat or 
eggs and costing much less. Shredded 
wheat represents the last word in scien- 
tific cooking of the whole wheat grain. 
It contains all-the body-building material 
in the whole wheat grain prepared in a 
digestible form. Being ready-cooked 
and ready-to-serve, it is so easy to pre- 
pare with it a delicjous, nourishing, sat- 
isfying meal. If you crave vegetables 
in summer, eat only those that grow 
above ground, such as lettuce, spinach, 
peas, celery and tomatoes — but ea 





them with.shredded wheat and fruits. 
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For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 
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PTDINS I ISLAS 


The time is now here to 
prepare for a successful 








VERY real difficulty has occurred in 
some homes as to what to do in the 
matter of Family Worship in the ab- 

sence of the father. In such cases the 
privilege should be taken hold of by the 
mother, and the fire kept burning on the 
family altar. Mothers are usually reticent 
over such matters, and do not readily take 
to the task, but where it has been attempted 
it has proved an undoubted blessing. One 
now far advanced in the divine life was re- 
cently telling me her experiences along this 
line. She said: ‘* After niy husband’s death 
I conducted worship with my family until 
they all grew up, married, and left home. I 
never allowed anything to hinder. Then 
after they were all away and I was alone, I 
thought of Job who rose early in the morn- 
ing and offered burnt-offerings according to 
the number of his children. Thus alone I 
conducted family worship, and though my 
children were absent I brought them each one 
in spirit before the Lord.’’ I was not surprised 
that my friend added: ‘* Every one of my 
five sons and daughters is on the Lord’s 
side.’’ 





September 6 to 12 
Mon.—1 King’s 19: 1-14. Elijah’s Flight. 

What a startling and sudden change in the 
life of the prophet! His collapse may have 
been partly due to the physical reaction that 
followed upon the intense excitement of 
Carmel; and this is not to be wondered at, 
though it was wrong. Well for us that the 
Lord ** knoweth our frame ; and remember- 
eth that we are dust.”’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for grace to 
be a blessing to-day to someone, Let*Christ 
be seen in your countenance, words, and 
actions. Seek, like Paul, to ** magnify 
Christ in your body.”’ Seek to hide your 
troubles and display your yovs; that kind 
of life will make you an epistle worth 
reading. 

Tues.—1 King’s 19: 15-21. Elijah’s Return. 

Part of the prescription for the prophet’s 
depression was the opportunity to him of 
some new work. Elijah was not doznzg, but 
moaning. le must * return,’” 
take up his tasks. ‘* Work,’’ says Carlyle, 
**is the grand cure of all maladies and mis- 
eries that ever beset mankind.”’ 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray that all be- 
lievers may realiwe the greatness of Goa’s 
promises, and that they may remember that 
his word is like himself, unchangeable, 
“the same yesterday, and lo-day, and for 
ever.”? Pray for willingness to implicitly 
Jollow all the commandments of the Lord. 
The path of obedience is ever the path of 
blezsing. 

Wed.—Num. 11 :1-15. Appeal of Moses. 

Moses, like Elijah, has been seized with a 
fit of despondency, and, like all others in a 
similar condition, he feels his incapacity for 
his work, In vain, therefore, do the people 
appeal to him. We need not regret if all 
human leaders fail us, provided that in their 
own insufficiency they point us to Jesus who 
is the Leader and Commander to the people. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for ali in 
our asylums, and for the mentally afflicted. 
To lose one’s mental balance ts a sore afflic- 
tion indeed, and we should be filled with 
gratitude if we retain the use of all our 
faculties; Pray that all afflicted ones may 
know that in the midst of trial God is work- 
ing for them the greatest blessing. ; 


Thurs.—Psalm 73: 1-12. The Cry of Despair. 

The theme of the psalm is one that has 
puzzled philosophers and perplexed the 
saints in all ages,—namely, why do the 
wicked prosper and the godly suffer? It 
was not until the psalmist ‘* went into the 
sanctuary of God’’ that he could get any 
relief to his troubled spirit. How differently 
things appear from ‘‘ within the veil.’’ 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for the Japa- 
nese Evangelistic Band ; for the conversion 
to Christ of Japan, Korea, Manchuria, and 
Mongolia. Also for the spread of the gospel 
of Christ throughout all the Moslem lands 
of Asia, North Africa, and the Sudan, 


Fri.—Jonah 3: 10 to 4:11. Jonah’s Displeasure. 
It is ‘a revolting thought that a prophet 
should be angry at the mercifulness of God ; 
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and again’ 








Rally 
Day 


We will send you for exami- 
nation a selection of services, 
to be returned within fifteen 
days. (Remit § cents a copy 
for any you retain.) This offer 
does not apply to cantatas, mo- 
tion songs, recitation books, etc. 





For services, cantatas, mo- 
tion songs, and recitations pub- 
lished by Hall-Mack, Lorenz, 
Tullar-Meredith, Hood, Jude- 
finds, Geibel, Praise Publish- 
ing Company, and all others, 
consult us. 


An illustrated circular listing 
the newest supplies for Rally 
Day will be sent upon request. 
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Griffith & Rowland Press 


1701-1703 Chestnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 























Beginner and 
Primary Songs 


COMPILED AND EDITED BY 


C. Harold Lowden 
Rev. R. W. Miller, D.D. 


A companion book to the wonder- 
fully popular Primary and Junior 
Hymnal. More’ than 76 subjects fully 
covered. A most adequate book of 
songs for these departments. The sola- 
tion of the ‘ elementary ‘song” problem. 
Songs for any and every occasion, and 
every song worth while. No trash — no 
“ screechers,”” just read songs. 2§ cents each 
by mail; 20 cents in quantities, not prepaid. 


The Heidelberg Press, 15th & Race Sts, Phila, Pa 
RALLY DAY MUSIC 


The Joy of Service Samples free to pastors 


and superintendents. 5 
cents each, 55 cents the dozen. Contains exer- 


cises and recitations. 

A cantata for any sea- 
Crowning the Queen son. Use it aoe asa 
” pomeue £ gmp A for which it is intended. Send for 
returnable sample. 
HALL-MACK CO., 1018-20 Arch Street, Phila. 
F. k. Hathaway, West. Agt., 425 S. Wabash, Chicago. 


MAKE RALLY 
RECRUITING DAY 


w 66 ° ” 
wutex. ‘* The New Recruits 
provides a complete program of songs, exercises, etc., 
in which all departments of the school combine to 
make the Sunday School a “ Recruiting Station’’ on 
Rally Day. FREE sample mailed on request to 
S. S. Supts., Pastors, or chairmen of Music Com. 


Tullar-Meredith C0. 265 W. 36th St.. New York 


14 W. Washington St., Chicago 


Married! 


Rally Day «»> Promotion Day 


Observe both the same ax! Many new and useful 
Helps to make it a great and happy day. Sed 50 cents 
for big bunch of samples. It not worth the money to 
you—you refund the package and we'll refund:the cash! 


Meigs Publishing Company, Indianapolis,Indiana 


HE BIBLE MADE PLAIN. tic.ctsstyScico- 
. thoroughly scien- 

tific arrangement of the contents ot the Scriptures. 
Part ‘lwo, A.History of the Origin, Rise and Fall of 
Kingdom of \srael. ‘Price, 25 cents. For sale by the 


Methodist Book Concern, Detroit, Michigan. 
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Just a Minute! 
By Dr. Charlies Frederic Goss 


Price, 50 cents, net 
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LESSON FOR SEPT. 12 (: Kings 19) 


(Continued from preceding page) 


but it is a spirit common enough, and is like 
that of the elder son who was sullen because 
his brother was forgiven. Jonah was out of 
harmony with God, because the ‘self’? life 
was in the ascendant. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for grace to 
say in all things, ** Not my will, but thine, 
be done.’’? To live in harmony with the 
will of God ts heaven below. Seek deliver- 
ance from petulance, peevishness, sullenness, 
and moroseness, and learn to accept cheer- 
fully all Goad’s dealings. He is too good to 
do us ill. 


Sat.—Rom. 8: 31-39. More than Conquerors. 
Ilis love not only makes us conquerors, 
but more than conquerors. Victory is not 
won just by a hair’s-breadth; the ‘* more ’”’ 
suggests the conversion of the enemy into a 
friend. We are told that the American 
Indians had a superstition that every foe 
tomahawked sent fresh strength into the 
warrior’s arm, So ‘spiritual foes overcome 
will make us stronger in Christ Jesus. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS : Pray for blessing 
upon ** The Worli’s Morning Watch,” a 
movement which has as its aims the popu- 
larizing of daily devotional Bible study, the 
reviving of interest in family worship, and 
the stimulating of the prayer life, which 
things are vital to the spiritual life of the 
church. 
Sun.—John 16: 1-15. The Voice of the Spirit. 
The Holy Spirit of God bears witness to 
the Deity and Sonship of Christ, and if any- 
thing calling itself Christian teaching does 
not do the same thing it stands self-con- 
demned. We cannot speak too highly of 
Christ. He is exalted to the right hand of 
the Father, and must ever have the pre- 
eminent place in our thoughts and hearts. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Do we not feel 
how little the Holy Spirit has his way with 
us? Pray to-day that his power may work 
for the salvation of men, and that by his 
indwelling the church may be redeemed from 
her weakness and impotence. . Pray that all 
God’s people may learn to say, ** J believe 
in the Holy Ghost.”’ 


EDINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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A Brave Little Soldier 


By Francis McKinnon Morton 
A GREAT surgeon from across the sea 


was visiting in a small Southern city, 

and because he knew so much about 
some kinds of disease all of the hospitals 
and doctors within reach wanted his help. 

One morning he was visiting, with a doc- 
tor, the different wards of a children’s hos- 
pital. The morning was close and warm 
and the sky outside was heavy and gray, as 

-if a storm might break at any minute. 

The sick children were nervous and rest- 
less and fretful, while the crippled ones com- 
plained of everything and soon grew tired of 
books and pictures. 

The hospital was not out in the green 
fields or down by the seashore, but right in 
the heart of the city, where low roofs and 
other houses and a strip of blue sky made up 
the outlook from the windows. 

Even the house doctors and. the nurses 
looked fagged out and tired and the great 
surgeon seemed depressed by it all. 

** You’ve no business with a hospital down 
here in the city,’’ he said sharply, ‘*and 
especially a hospital for children /”’ 

** Well, you mustn’t blame me for that !’’ 
said the doctor irritably, and they might 
have gone on and said more that was quite 
as useless, only just then a wonde: ful .mock- 
ing-bird poured out his rich whistling song 
all through the dark building. 

The surgeon stopped short and listened, 
and soft lights came into his steely blue eyes 
and little tender smiles began settling down 
on his rugged face. ‘A nightingale, here 
in this country?”’ he said wonderingly. 
**No, it must be your Southern mocking- 
bird that I’ve read so much about. How 
wonderful it is! It makes one believe in 
angels! ”’ 

**It’s a little human bird,’’? answered the 
doctor with a tender softness in his voice. 
**That’s our Little Soldier.’’ 

**A soldier in a children’s hospital ?’’ 
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asked the surgeon. ‘‘I don’t understand 
that.”” 

** Well, you-know there are two kinds of 
soldiers,’’ said the doctor, ‘*One kind 
wear bright uniforms with gold lace and 
shining swords and go marching off to war ; 
and the other kind wear no uniforms at all, 
but just stay at home and face their duty 
every day as it comes along. Our Little 
Soldier is one of this kind.’’ 

Then the doctor led the way to where a 
small boy with a thin white face sat by an 
open window. One leg was all bound up 
in airon brace and little twinges of pain 
now and then flew over his sensitive face, 
but a brave light shone out of his true blue 
eyes, and the most beautiful bird music 
came out of his little whistling throat. 

The great surgeon tiptoed softly over to 
where the Little Soldier sat, and touching 
him gently on the arm said, ‘‘ How do you 
do it, my lad?”’ 

‘*Oh,’’ said the boy, smiling as best he 
could, ‘‘it’s the faim that makes me do it so 
much. You know when you are hurting 
very, very much you just can’t be quiet, and 
if you don’t whistle you have to groan, and 
whistling seems much braver, and then it’s 
much nicer for other people who have to 
listen to you. On days when the leg doesn’t 
hurt so much I can read to the other fellows 
in here or i can paint pictures, but when the 
pain is too bad I can’t do anything but 
whistle or groan, and whistling seems bet- 
ter !*’ 

Then the great surgeon from over seas 
threw his head back to keep some tears from 
spilling out of his steely blue eyes, and tak- 
ing a small iron cross from the inside of his 
coat he stooped over and pinned it on the 
shabby little coat of the brave Little Soldier. 

**There, my boy,’’ he said tenderly, 
‘*there’s the Cross of the Legion of Honor 
from my country. My king gave it to me 
for a trifling service, and I thought I was 
proud of it; but to-day I have met a man 
who shames my courage and deserves it 
more than J,’’ 

The Little Soldier said, ‘*Thank you!’’ 
very sweetly, and then as the two men left 
the building they noticed the other children 
had quit fretting, and the house doctors and 
nurses were smiling or chatting good-na- 
turedly together, while the golden music 
filled the place with happiness. 

‘*It’s always that way,’’ said the doctor, 
with a little choke in his voice. ‘* We are 
doing what we can for the little chap and 
hoping and praying for him to get well, but 
al/ we can do isn’t half what Ze does for us,”’ 


San ANTONIO, TEx. 


Can You Answer These 
Questions ? 


By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 





301, What two fatal hailstorms are mentioned 
in the Bible ? 

302. Name thirty-seven creatures mentioned 
in the Psalms? 

303. What kind of trees could not be cut 
down, under Mosaic law, even during a 
time of siege ? 

304. What dead body must be buried on the 
day it died lest the land be defiled, under 
Mosaic law ? 


305. In what case would the blood of a heifer 
free the inhabitants of a city from an 
accusation of murder ? 





Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


296. David entrusted his parents to the Mo- 
abites (1 Sam. 22: 3), his great-grand- 
mother Ruth being a Moabitish woman 
(Ruth 4:17). 
he invaded Moab and killed two-thirds 
of his captives (2 Sam. 8: 2). There 
is a Jewish tradition that this was in 
revenge for the murder of his parents. 

297. A double portion, if the first-born were 
a son, of his father’s estate (Deut. 21: 
17). 

298. Psalm 22. 

299. He could be stoned to death by the 
people if formally charged with disobe- 
dience by his parents before the elders 
of the city (Deut. 21 : 18-21). 


300. If a nest were found, the mother-bird | 


could not be taken along with the eggs 
and the young (Deut. 22 : 7). 





PHILADELPHIA. 


When he became king, | 
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Every 
Puffed Grain 
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Think of Having Them 
Served by the Bowlful 


Try tasting one grain of Puffed Wheat by itself. Or Puffed 
It's like a confection—a flaky, fascinating tit-bit with a toasted 


Rice. 
almond flavor. 


You think of such dainties as rarities. But Puffed Grains are 


served morning, noon and night—in a dozen ways—as foods. 


they form the greatest whole-grain foods which anybody knows. 


The Bedtime Bowl 


These are more than moming cereals. 


Millions of bowls are served in milk instead of beseill or crackers. 
They form toasted whole-grain bubbles, crisp and flimsy, four times 


as porous as bread. 


This is the favorite bedtime dish. Here every food cell is exploded 
by steam so it easily digests. That was never done before in a cereal. 


Playtime Tit-Bits 


Boys carry Puffed Grains at play. 
better for boys, than most between-meal goodies. 


Think of serving such dainties, plus cream and sugar, to start the 
morning meal, Why do homes with children ever go without them ? 





Puffed Wheat, 12c 
Puffed Rice, 15c 


Except in Extreme West 








These grains are puffed by Prof. Anderson’s process—by being 
shot from guns. First they are toasted in a fearful heat which turns 


all the moisture to steam. Then the steam is exploded. 
separate food cell is blasted to pieces. 


can break up all these food cells. 
In every way these are ideal foods. 


The Quaker Oats @mpany 


Sole Makers 
(986 \ 


They are better to taste, and 
Girls use them in 
candy making. They are better than nut meats because they are porous. 





Thus the whole grain—every 
element of it—is fitted for easy digestion. No other process known 


And 


Every 
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Keep 
Absorbine, Jr. 
In Your First Aid 
Cabinet 
It is a dependable preparation 
for the numerous household ac- 
cidents. Applied to cuts, bruises, 
wounds and sores, it makes the 
part aseptic, kills the germs 
and promotes rapid healing. 


‘AbsorbineJ! 


EPTi NIM 4ENT NT 
ee Ld 

Itis purely herbal—contains no acias or miner- 

me | and is harmless to the most sensitive tissues, 

Absorbine, Jr., to reduce inflamma- 
m..  seiaes 2) aims, wrenches, painful, 
swollen veins or glands. 

To reduce bursal enlargements and infiltra- 
tions, ete. (Absorbine, Jr., is a discutient and 
resolvent). 

To allay pain anywhere—its anodyne effect 
is prompt and permanent. 

‘Yo spray the throat if sore or infected—a he 4 
cent. or 20 per cent. solution of Absorbine, Jr., 
healing and soothing and will destroy bacteria. 

Yo heal uts, bruises, lacerations, sores and 
ulcers. 3 

$1.00 4-02. bottle at druggists or postpaid. 

A. Liberal Trial Bottle 
will be sent to your address upon receipt of 
1o cents in stamps. 


W. F. YOUNG, P. D. F. 
291 Temple St., Springfield, Mass. 





























This shows Reed & Barton’s newest 
style of Individual Communion Tray. 
Its patented celluloid lining makes it 
absoiutely noiseless: Sterling or plated 
trays. Glass cups; also sterling or plated 
silver cups, plain or lined with gold. 


Reed & Barton 


Established 1824 
Silversmiths Taunton, Mass. 
Fifth Avenue and 32d Street, New York 


om ELE S “= 


bay McSuane Bex. Foenony Co.. Baitimoae, 


POCONO MANOR INN 


OPEN ALL THE YEAR. POCONO MANOR, PA, 


Pocono Summit Sta. D. L. & W.R. R. 


Under Quaker management ; 1,800 feet above sea 
level ; 800 acres ; finest scenery in Pocono Moun- 
tains ; table, water and Friendly environment ; pri- 
vate baths ; exhilarating golf, tennis and bowling; ; 
ample garage ; fine stone roads. J.W. Hurley, Mgr. 
































‘*A ‘One Book Library’ for 
Sunday-School Workers ”’ 








How to Conduct 
a Sunday-School 


By MARION LAWRANCE 


Secretary of the International Sunday 
School Association. 


Rewritten and Revised. New edition. 
‘Thoroughly up-to-date. 


** He is a wise worker who will adafé as 
well as adopt what he reads. These 
pages are filled with details, specific 
and practical, for which a host of 
workers have longed and prayed. 
The book gives the cream of life-long 

experience and observation. It will 
become a text-book for instruction 
and reference in many a Sunday- 
school, institute, assembly, college 
and seminary. In its concrete details 
lies its unique and practical service. 
Every superintendent, teacher, pas- 
tor, officer should own it.’ 


$1.25 postpaid 
The Sunday School 
1031 Walnut Street, 


Times Co., 
Philadelphia 


ED 








The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 


+4 


Sunday, September 12, 1915 
Friendships that are Worth Forming: 
Making Them, Keeping Them. 
(Prov. 27 : 5, 6, 9 10, 14, 17, 19). 














Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Friend of God (Jas. 2 : 20-26). 

‘UES. —Who are Christ's friends ? (John 5: 
12-17.) 

WED.—Mutual esteem (1 Sam. 20:31. 41, 42). 

‘THURS. — Friendliness (Prov. 18 : 24). 

Fr1.—For friendship’s sake (2Sam. 9 : 1-13). 

Satr.—A friend's service (Acts 9 : 26-29). 











What is your ideal of a friend ? 
How can we do unto others in friendship as 
we would that they should do unto us? 
How can we be a friend without hope of re- 
turn ? 
i HRONED above all heights he con- 
descends 
To call the few that trust in Tim, 
His Friends.’’— Cozper. 


** Oh! never is ‘ Loved Once’ 

Thy word, Thou Victim-Christ, 

Friend ! 

Thy cross and curse may rend, 
But having loved ‘Thou lovest to the end. 
This is man’s saying—man’s: too weak to 

move 

One spheréd star above, 

Man desecrates the eternal God-word Love 

By his No More! and Once.’’—Z£. &. 

Browning. 


misprizéd 


**Forsake not an old Friend, for the new 
is not comparable to him.’’—Zcc/us. 9 2 12, 


**Loving and loved and delicate and lowly, 
Rich in all blessings that thy God can send, 
‘Take yet a gift !—the simple and the holy 
Gift of the faith and honor of a Friend." 
Myers. 
% 
**Can we forget one Friend! can we forget 
one face, 
Which cheered us toward our end, 
nerved us for the race !— 
Oh! sad to toil and yet forego 
One presence which has made us know 
To God-like souls how deep our debi-! 
We would not,—if we could,—forget ! ”’ 
Kingslev. 


which 


**Nor lack I friends long-tried and near and 
dear, 

Whose love is round me like this atmosphere, 

Warm, soft, and golden,—For such gifts to 


me, 
What shall I render, O my God, 
— Whittier, 


'?? 


to Thee 


**Souls that carry on a blest exchange 

Of joys they meet with in their heavenly 
range, 

And, with a fearless confidence, make known 

The sorrows Sympathy esteems its own— 

Daily derive increasing light and force 


From such communion in their pleasant 
course 

Feel less the journey’s roughness, and its 
length, 


Meet their opposers with united strength, 
And one in heart, in interest, in design, 
Gird up each other to the race divine,’’— 
Cowper. 
% 

‘¢They were strangers to the world, but 
near and familiar friends to God.’’—7%os. 
a Kempis. 


** How say ye ‘ We loved once,’ 
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TO SECURE A BANNER ATTENDANCE 





















Send Five Cents for 'e Sample Set 
and Examine Articles ~~ Ordering 
New Cradle Roll Rattle New c" 2] 


Da 
uid’. 





for use on Rall 
‘Uhese rattles obe 


Celluloid | 
Stamp 
Cases 


Containinga 
booklet of wax 
paper for holding 
stamps andcourt 
plaster,and other 
pages with parcel 
post and postal 
information. 

Lithographed in 
colors, with au- 
tumn leaves and 
the Christian flag 















be given to parense,, 
provided that the child’s 
name is entered on the Cradle Roll 
on or before Rally Day. Appropriate (blue) 
ribbons for boys ted (pink) for girls could 
be tied on the rattles before they are distrib- 
uted. Price, 20 cents each, $2.00 a dozen, 
or $15.00 a 100, postpaid. 


Celluloid United States 
and 
Conquest Flag Pins 



















































No. 150. on the reverse 
U.S. Flag. Size of flags on pins, 1%x7% inches. Size of J side. Price. 10c. 
No. 155. pin, 2% inches. Price, 25 cents a dozen, feach, $1.00 
Conquest Fiag. $1.50 a 100. Smaller size, $1.25 a 100, dozen, or $8. 00 & 
postpaid. @ 100, postpaid. Half Actual Size 
a 





Celluloid Buttons 


No. 1. Crossed Flag with 
words “* Ratly Day. 

No. 4. Crossed Flag with- 
out words “‘ Rally Day 
No. 6. Betsy Ross 

No. 7. * Spirit of ’76. 
No. 9. Am. Flag Button. 
No. 11. Conquest Flag 
with words “* Rally Day.” 
Price of Buttons, 20 cts. 
a doz., or $1.50 a 100, post- 
paid. (Assorted as desired.) 


Rally Day Watch Fob 


Of oxidized silver with cellu- 
loid lithographed center and 
leather strap. 
No. A. with words “ Ral- 
ly Day.”’ 

No. B. Without “ Rally 
Day.”’ 

Price, 15 cents each, or 
2 for 25. cents, postpaid. 


ou se. 



















Form 17 with Printed Message—Form 19 Plain 


Rally Day Post Cards 


(Lithographed in Colors) 

For the use of superintendents and teachers in their 
efforts to increase the attendance and secure new mem- 
bers. Price, 60 cents a 100, or $2.75 tor soo, post- 
paid. (Assorted if desired.) 








Rally Day Fob 
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Blasphemers? Is your earth not cold enow, | 


Mourners, without that snow ? 
Ah friends, and would ye wrong each other 
so? 
And could ye say of some whose love is known, 
Whose prayers have met your own, 


} 
| 


Whose tears have fallen for you, whose 
smiles have shone 
So long,—‘ We loved them once’’ ?—EZ. | 


RB. Browning. 


**Greater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friends.’’— John 


15° 13 


New York CIty, 











‘*How can I make 
Temperance Sunday 
a big day every quarter?” 





q The superintendent who asks himself that question isn’t shutting 
his eyes to the difficulty, or to the opportunity, either. 


q He knows a good deal about both. 


q The difficulty is to have a well-planned, informing, convincing and 
attractive handling of the temperance lesson every time. 


q The opportunity is big enough to require a very carefully planned 
and richly informing order of service. 


q That is why The Sunday School Times has asked Mrs. Zillah 
Foster Stevens, the Secretary of the Temperance Department of 
the International Sunday School Association, to prepare a service 
that will not interfere with the lesson period, and that will be de- 
cidedly interesting and instructive to the school. 


q She has done this, admirably. The service is rich in temperance 
facts and strong responsive readings. It is now ready, for use on 
September 109. 


q Samples are available at three cents each. But why bother with 
samples? Better order a full supply at once at $1.50 a hundred,— 
enough so that each member of the school can take one home. 


The Sunday School Times Company, 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia 











A School of the Bible, of Culture, of Preaching, of Mis- 
sions, of Prayer and of Methods. Extended courses by 
prominent interdenominational leaders. 
tages. Tuition free. 


Boston advan- 
Address for catalog and corre- 
spondence Dean Nathan R. Wood, Gordon Bible 
institute, Boston, Mass. 


GORDON 


Boston's Bible Institute 














